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HISTORICAL SCIENCE
UDK 930.1 (477)
V. Giсevich

EVERYDAY LIFE OF POPULATION Of DONBASSA IN 1953-1985

To date, no written fundamental, and even fragmentary work on the history of everyday people Donbass in 1953-1985. In fact, Domestic historical science is still in captivity stereotypes Marxist historiography, which gives priority to political history, socio-economic factors, describes the history of wars, diplomacy, promotes the history of the party and so on. 

Scientific novelty of the article is to study the complex historiography devoted to this problem. Analysis historiography will determine the degree of scrutiny everyday problems of living in the Donbass 1953-1985. 

Scientific achievements were divided into 2 groups: the Soviet and Modern historiography: Domestic and Foreign.

Analysis of Soviet and Modern literature led to the following conclusions. In the Soviet period there was no such direction as «history of everyday life», but was created enormous scientific contributions on various aspects of everyday life - the material well-being, leisure, economy and more. Moreover, Soviet works were written within a single Marxist-Leninist methodology, it was inherently overwhelming coverage of the positive features of Soviet life, as if heard mention of negative phenomena in everyday life, their existence explained vestiges of capitalism. They are also characterized by typical for its time faults: forced ideology that affected the estimation and inference. So in Soviet times were not written a comprehensive study of everyday life of the Soviet people in general, and especially Donbass. The above works were a foundation of our research and used by the author to obtain of special knowledge to study everyday life. Modern historiography also created a large number of works that use new conceptual principles and approaches in the study of everyday life of the Soviet people. Significant scientific contributions devoted to social problems Donbass - history of of workers industrial history, the study of social policy in the region and others.

Therefore, it is not complex researches, both in a soviet period and in modern period, devoted an aforesaid problem. 

Keywords: historiography, everyday life, Donbas.
UDK 94(475)«1918-1926»(045)
E. Gorb

PARTY SYSTEM OF THE POLISH REPUBLIC IN THE PERIOD OF PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY (PROBLEM IN THE INTERWAR HISTORIOGRAPHY)

The researches made by the historians in the course of the twenties – the thirties of the XX century referred to the problems of the social and political life in the Polish Republic during the period of «parliamentary democracy» are being analyzed critically in the article. The historiographical analysis of the fundamental researches carried out by the Polish, German, French, British and American as well as Soviet scientists was made by the author. The researches carried out by the little-known scientists such as B. Mirkin-Guzevich, A. Tibal, R. Böll, G. Gruppin were introduced for scientific use into the national historical science.

The Polish historians were aimed to legitimize the restoration of the Polish state and to demonstrate a strong tradition of the social and political life within the Polish lands. 1926 was an important milestone in the research of the functioning of the party system in Polish Republic in the Polish historiography. After the May Coup d'État a number of the Polish historians tried to justify and idealize the activities held by Marshal Józef Piłsudski and his followers.


The Soviet scientists described the whole political party system in the Second Polish Republic as something «reactionary and class-specific». The result of such an interpretation of the socio-political situation in interwar Poland carried out by the Soviet historians was the accumulation of a huge number of historiographical myths and stamps. They are still being used by the modern Russian historians.

The Western European historians sought to critically summarize the experience of the Polish researchers in order to work out an unbiased estimate of the Polish society during the interwar period. The great attention of the Western researchers was paid to the personality of Józef Piłsudski himself, the so-called «Pilsudchiks» and the activities held by the Polish Socialist Party.

During the twenties – the thirties of the XX century the scientific approaches to the functioning of the party system in the Second Polish Republic were founded in the world history. But the historiography of the problem during this period can be characterized as extremely politicized and mythologicalized.

Keywords: interwar historiography, historiographical myth, Second Polish Republic, political parties.
UDK 903.23 (477.7)"6377"(045)
V. Zabavin

CERAMIC VESSELS IN A FUNERAL RITE OF

TIMBER-GRAVE CULTURE OF NORTHEN AZOV
The article analyzes the ceramic vessels of Timber-Grave culture of Northern Azov (Late Bronze Age). Some peculiarities of ritual-inventory complex and issues of cultural and chronological periodisation of burial monuments are examined. The main source for the study of culture, life and economy of the tribes of the Bronze Age are the material remains, obtained during archaeological investigations of domestic settlements and funerary monuments. Corpus of artifacts include pottery, stone, bone, flint, wood and non-ferrous metals. Ceramic vessels within specific cultural and historical formations are differ conservatism. Pottery stands as the most expressive of their external features. The study of ornamentation and forms of a significant number of vessels of Timber-Grave culture allows revealing typological series, features and certain patterns of manufacturing funerary ware. The predominance of plant memorial food in the burials suggests that agriculture played a significant role in the economic balance of the tribes of Timber-Grave culture of Northern Azov. Indirectly, being in one of the female burials of Timber-Grave culture of Northern Azov of some seeds can also testify about it. Some positions the location of ceramic vessels relative to the body of the deceased can be considered «extraordinary» for the burial practices of tribes of Timber-Grave culture of Northern Azov. It should also to consider the presence of ceramic vessels in these positions as a feature, indirectly indicating the belonging of the complex to the earlier chronological horizons. In general, ceramic pottery has undergone some qualitative changes in space and time. These changes are manifested in the form and proportions of vessels, consisting of clay, surface treatment and ornamentation. Ornamental compositions, which are found on ceramic vessels from Timber-Grave culture burials, demonstrate the extraordinary variability, although their diversity is achieved by combining a small number of relatively simple characters.

Key words: the Timber-Grave culture, Late Bronze Age, North Azov sea region, burial, ceramic vessels.
UDK 94(477.62)“187/188”(045) 

V. Molchanov
THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IN THE DONBAS
The paper analyzes the features of the transition from manual labor to large-scale machine production in Donbas. It is proved that the industrial revolution was a major national event in which revolutionizing effect of large-scale machine industry has found its expression in the mass pauperization direct producers - small peasants and artisans. Machinery, destroying all forms of small-scale production, the workers finally took off from the ground; eliminate isolation, patriarchal relations between employers and workers.

The industrial revolution in the Donbas began later than in the UK, USA, France, and Germany almost simultaneously in the 30-40's and ended in the 70-80's. XIX century. Its substantial delay was caused by the economic backwardness of the Russian Empire. Mass began with the introduction of machinery food industry. Subsequently, they were increasingly used in the textile industry.

The growing demand for machines and mechanisms called development engineering, which originally represented «midyarni». In Lugansk foundry, which was the first metallurgical plant in Donbas, machinery is actuated power of water. The main types of its products were steam engines, locomobiles, flour mills, sawmills and agricultural machinery, pumps, pipes, equipment for sugar, distillery, blacksmith and boiler products. With the development of the Donbas coal mineral fuels began to rise performed using steam engines. For more mines began to use drainage installation and fans of steam and electric drive.

In metallurgy, mechanical engineering and plant Donbas through John Hughes in which the main production processes were mechanized, for 70-80's. XIX century. scale production plants in the Urals far ahead. Later, at the end of XIX century. there began to massively open metallurgical and engineering plants which are widely used mechanization of labor. They produce equipment for railways and mines, locomotives, machines and mechanisms for oil field and others. Agricultural production mechanization of work carried out by the spread of landlords and horse farms steam threshers, mechanical viyalok more.

In general, due to technical re-equipment of various industries in the heavy industry of Donbas there was a significant increase in total output. The main feature of the industrial revolution was that the steam machines began to be used primarily in the most developed areas. More effective and profitable company, which is widely used work vehicles squeezed factories which used only manual labor. However, the economy has gained one-sided, as heavy industry developed mild compared to almost twice faster.

Keywords: Donbas, the industrial revolution, the Russian Empire, the steam engine, heavy industry, manual labor, machinery.
UDK 94(477.62=131.1)"18/19"(045)
S. Novikova
THE ACTIVITY OF ITALIAN ENTREPRENEURS IN MARIUPOL 
(XIXth – early XXth centuries)

History of the foreign entrepreneurship in the Russian Empire is multi-faceted and comprises a wide range of under-investigated issues. One of such issues is the activity of the Italian merchantry in Mariupol in the XIXth – early XXth centuries. 


Economic partnership between Mariupol and Italy has a long-standing tradition. As far back as the turn of the XVIIIth – XIXth centuries the Italian merchant ventures took interest in seaport cities of the Azov coast. They began functioning particularly actively in the region beginning with 1820ies owing to the Russian government patronage to the foreign entrepreneurship in the Southern provinces of the Russian empire. 


At that time representative offices of the firms of de Rossi and Ciulli were founded in Mariupol. During certain years Antonio Amoretti’s merchant venture that had its chief representative office in Feodosiya and branches in Kertch and Kremenchug was also functioning in the city. Occasionally the large merchant venture of B. Ponzio ran business in Mariupol. In 1830ies new firms of Galleano, Jerbulini, Membeli, de-Martino, Pinioni (or Pinione), Sanguinetti started up in Mariupol. 

Besides the proper Italian firms during that time the offices of Italian-integrated Slavs from the Adriatic, mainly of Austrian subjects, began functioning in the city. In Mariupol they were also called Italians, more seldom – Dalmatians, although the owners of those firms had properly Slavic surnames Vidovich, Vuchetich, Despot, Kovachevich, Popovich, Fiskovich. Owing to their Slavic origin the Russian government and the local administration treated them with a particular favour. Many of them had begun with the position of captains at merchant vessels of large foreign firms and thus made their initial capital. The leading positions at Mariupol corn market at that time were taken by 5 merchant ventures – Despot’s, Vidovich’s, Galeano’s, brothers Membeli’s and brothers Popovitch’s. 

The start-up of shipbuilding in Mariupol is also connected with Italians. Thus, since 1824 small coasting single-masted or two-masted sailing vessels of 100-150 tons deadweight and 5-6 members crew were built at Kavalotti exchange. They were widely spread in the Azov sea water area due to its shallow water. 


During 1830-1850ies the Italian community in Mariupol was increasing and thriving. In the early 1850ies in the city there were functioning Vuchetich’s, Galeano’s, Radeli’s, Tripkovich’s and Fiskovitch’s trading firms. But in the course of the Crimean war the Italian merchantry suffered significant losses, only the firms of Galeano, Membeli, Tripkovich and Fiskovich survived. They sent corn abroad only on boards of their own vessels. But constantly increasing competition on the part of the firms from Berdyansk and Taganrog made Italian entrepreneurs gradually shut down their activity in the city and come back to their motherland.  


Among those representatives of Italian community who stayed in Mariupol a noticeable part in the various spheres of city’s life was taken by Austrian Consul Petr Bonachich, Montenegrin by his origin, and Mariupol merchant belonging to the top guild, the member of Mariupol Barge Committee Emmanuel di Pollone. Before WWI he was also the head of the Imperial and Royal Austro-Hungarian consulate. Along with another business leader F. Zvorno he owned a large shipping company possessing 14 steamers and made a substantial contribution to the development of Mariupol port. 

The funds raised by Italian entrepreneurs and contributions of the Italian government in 1854-1860 enabled to build in Mariupol the Catholic temple for the sake of assumption of the Holy Mother of God seating 200 parishioners. This construction had been regarded one of the main sightseeings. The principal patron of the temple was its church foreman, a powerful businessman Anton Sanguinetti. 

Thus the Italian entrepreneurs made a significant contribution to economic development of Mariupol, promoted its accessing international trade and manifested themselves in various spheres of the city’s life: social, religious and cultural. 
Key words: Mariupol, Italian trade firms, grain-growing trade, navigation, public and cultural activity.
UDK 930:352.07(477.62-2=14)“1778/1870”(045)
M. Podgayko
NORTHERN AZOV GREEK COMMUNITY SELF GOVERNMENT: HISTORIOGRAPHY OF THE PROBLEM
The present article is concerned with the problem of the study of Northern Azov Greek community self-government in the historical science. The self-government principles of Azov (Mariupol) Greek community were laid by Empress Catherine II Letter of Grand on May 21, 1779, provided to Greek Christians having come from the Crimea. This document was the legal basis for the emergence of Mariupol Greek court as the local authority of self-government.

This autonomous institution of Azov Greeks was the pivot around which community livelihoods revolved. Mariupol Greek court made the necessary political and legal framework for existence and consolidation of the community.

The whole historiographic contribution can be classified in chronological order. According to this approach involved in scientific research studies are divided into three categories: works written in the middle of XIX - early XX century; Soviet historiography, which covers some aspects of the last Greek community; developments of modern Ukrainian historiography.

The circle of pre-Soviet researchers’ studies included mostly complex problems associated with the process of resettlement of Greek Christians from the Crimea and settling them in the new lands. Aspects related to the organization and functioning of the Mariupol Greek court are highlighted partly.

In Soviet times, the party-state direction of the country in national relations had not contributed to the emergence of complex research problems of national minorities, including the Greek ethnos. History of Greek Communities of Ukraine was represented in the form of short essays that had the character of the entrance to the main topic of the research. Overall, it can be noted that the Mariupol Greek court was not the subject of a separate study.

The modern Ukrainian historical science began to explore actively the topic in the 90's of XX century. The scientific studies have been continuing to the present. All historiographical contribution on this subject can be divided into two groups: the first - general researchers’ work in which only Greeks of Ukraine were studied and Mariupol Greek court is only briefly mentioned. The second group includes the works focused directly on the self-government body analysis, its functions, outsourcing, legal system, legal jurisdiction and the place it occupied in the system of Russian legislation.

Overall, the historiographical analysis of the provided period gave an opportunity to determine the extent of the study of this issue by the researchers. 
Keywords: historiography, Letter of Grand, Catherine II, the Greek community of Northern Azov, closed rural community, self government, Mariupol Greek court.

UDK 930.1:94(477.6)"194/195"(045)
N. Shypik 
SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC PROCESSES IN DONBASS IN THE POST-WAR DECADE: AN OVERVIEW OF HISTORIOGRAPHY
The scientific study of the problems became possible only during the Khrushchev thaw. The appearance of partial access to statistics, the first post-war census in 1959 contributed to the writing of the first important studies on the natural movement of the population of Ukraine, but migration was part of the "undesirable" for study by demographers. In historical studies of even fragmentary information about the population become of secondary importance when studying the history of the proletariat, the role of the party, Komsomol, the Soviet organizations in the recovery process, the recovery of the health system in the liberated areas, strengthening discipline in enterprises, mobilizing women for the recovery of the economy, strengthening the Alliance of the working class and the kolkhoz peasantry, etc. Recognition of the priority of state interests led to the formula of the study, in which the common man was given function obedient executor of large-scale construction.

The starting points of the latest phase of the reserch can be considered the beginning of perestroika in the USSR, and later the Declaration of independence of Ukraine. The access to previously classified archival materials created conditions for unbiased analysis of changes in the population of post-war Ukraine and Donbas in particular. Considerable attention was paid to the specifics of the implementation of such mechanisms for the regulation of migration flows, including forced resettlement of Ukrainians from UPA, labor mobilization, mobilization of youth in school ERF, repatriation, demobilization of soldiers. A distinctive feature of the current research was the perception of the person as the subject of history, which suffered a hard enslavement by the administrative-commandsystem. 

Key words: population, socio-demographic processes, Donbass, historiography/

UDK 327:355(477+438)“1991/2014”
P. Wywiał
Polish–Ukrainian military cooperation
Polish–Ukrainian military cooperation began in 1991. It became more intensive when both countries joined the Partnership for Peace programme. This involved consultations, sharing experience, joint military exercises and technical cooperation. The most important element of such cooperation was the formation of the Polish–Ukrainian Peace Force Battalion (POLUKRBAT) whose soldiers were deployed in Kosovo as part of the KFOR. Polish and Ukrainian soldiers cooperated also in Iraq and Afghanistan. Currently, a peace force battalion of three countries, Poland, Ukraine and Lithuania, is being formed.

Key words: Polish–Ukrainian cooperation, POLUKRBAT

For ages, Poland and Ukraine have been situated in direct neighbourhood. On one hand, this favoured merging of cultures, languages or religions, but on the other hand it, unfortunately, favoured conflicts. A chance for establishing closer cooperation was the dissolution of the Soviet Union and independence of the countries in Central and Eastern Europe. On the next day following Ukrainian referendum concerning independence, Poland, as the first country in the world, recognised it. At the turn of 1991 and 1992, diplomatic relations between Warsaw and Kiev were established. Another step was made on 18 May 1992 when a treaty of good neighbourship, friendly relations and cooperation was signed between the Republic of Poland and Ukraine [1, р. 125-126]. The initial stage of Polish–Ukrainian cooperation was determined by two facts: Polish aim to guarantee itself safety and development by the membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation and in the European Communities as well as the Ukrainian search for possibilities to weaken the position of Russia (the creation of a new regional safety system in the Central and Eastern Europe was supposed to help fulfil this aim) [2, р. 155]. One of the significant elements in Polish–Ukrainian cooperation was military cooperation.

The military cooperation between the Poles and Ukrainians also took place in the past centuries. At the beginning of the 17th century, Poland held close relationships with Petro Konashevych-Sahaidachny, a Cossack hetman, who participated in the battles with Russians and Tatars and defended Khotyn (Polish: Chocim) together with Jan Karol Chodkiewicz during the Turkish invasion in 1621 

 In 1920, Józef Piłsudski and Semen Petlura – despite their differences – made a Polish–Ukrainian military treaty to face Bolshevik invasion and stop their march towards the West [10, р. 157-209].

The first attempts to establish Polish–Ukrainian military cooperation following the dissolution of the Soviet Union took place in 1991 when the representatives of the Polish Army were invited to the celebration of the 370th anniversary of the Battle of Khotyn organised by the authorities of Khotyn and Chernivtsi University [13, р. 205]. 

A year and a half later – in February 1993 in Kiev – an agreement on military cooperation was signed between the Polish and Ukrainian Ministries of Defence. In April 1994, during the visit of the Polish Minister of Defence, Piotr Kołodziejczyk, in Ukraine, it was announced that the cooperation would be broadened to include: cooperation in training, sharing experience concerning remodelling of armed forces as well as cooperation of mountain infantry and airborne units. A month later, during the visit of the chief of the Ukrainian General Staff, Anatolij Lopata, in Warsaw, the problems concerning training and technical cooperation between the two armies as part of the Partnership for Peace treaty were discussed [13, р. 205].
In 1994, Poland and Ukraine together with other countries joined a NATO programme called “Partnership for Peace,” which was associated with more intense contacts in the military sphere. The Partnership for Peace enabled joint military exercises, participation in peace and humanitarian missions and consultations with the NATO partners in case of a threat to their safety.

In 1994, an intergovernmental agreement was signed on military cooperation with respect to the principles of mutual air movement of military aircrafts of both countries. In November the same year, an international seminar was held in Warsaw concerning military education. It was attended by the representatives of the Polish, Belarusian, Czech, Lithuanian, German, Slovakian and Ukrainian armies. Moreover, in 1994, it was also possible to transfer intergovernmental or inter-department meetings to lower levels. In June 1994, Gen. Pietr Szuljak, a commander of the Carpathian Military District, visited the commanders of the Krakow Military District. Together with his Polish counterpart, Gen. Zenon Bryk, they discussed the problems concerning training cooperation in both military districts [13, р. 206].
On the 5 October 1995 in Solina, the ministers of defence of both countries signed the “Declaration about joint actions for stability and safety in Central and Eastern Europe.” This was the first declaration of this type signed by Poland with a neighbour state. The parties to the agreement committed themselves to conduct regular consultations and to organise common military undertakings and actions for the stability and safety of the region [13, р. 206]. An initiative was also undertaken to establish a common Polish–Ukrainian military unit to participate in international peace and humanitarian operations under the aegis of international organisations.

Soon after, the first meeting concerning the common unit was held. A special group of officers were appointed who began consultations in Krakow, Lviv and Przemysl. The Polish component was created from the 14th Armoured Brigade named after Karol Chodkiewicz of Przemysl (on 1 February 2000, the 14th Armoured Brigade was included in the 21st Podhale Rifles Brigade). The Ukrainian soldiers that were included in the battalion were those from the 310th Mechanized Regiment of Yavoriv which was a part of the 24th Iron Mechanized Division (since 1998, the regiment has functioned as the 208th Independent Special Battalion, subordinated directly to the Headquarters of the Western Operational Territory of Ukraine) [1, р. 127].

One of the effects of the agreement signed in Solina was the organisation of the first multi-national exercises conducted in Ukraine called “The Peace Shield ‘96.” They took place in June 1996 in the Lviv training ground of the Carpathian Military District. The participants included 1,300 American, Ukrainian, Russian, Polish, Romanian, Bulgarian, Slovakian, Czech and Moldavian soldiers. The scenario assumed cooperation of soldiers from various countries as part of the peacekeeping battalion
. The chiefs of the defence departments of the participant countries and of NATO member states were invited as observers; in total, nineteen ministers appeared. During the closing ceremony, there were the heads of the general staffs from seventeen European and American countries. In numerous official speeches, it was emphasised that for the sake of peace in the world, it was necessary to deploy international peacekeeping forces to the sensitive regions, which was being practiced in the Lviv training grounds [6, р. 23-24].
In September 1996, Polish and Ukrainian soldiers from the units which were supposed to create POLUKRBAT took part in the exercise of the Krakow Military District, called “The Tatra Mountains ‘96” conducted on the training grounds in Nowa Deba. During the exercises, the commanders of the Krakow and Carpathian Military Districts signed a document on a close military cooperation between the districts. It said that Polish and Ukrainian soldiers were to meet at least three times a year for training in Poland or Ukraine. An exchange of experience, military technique and commanding staff was also possible. Moreover, an organisation of the Polish-Ukrainian battalion was also announced. The aim of the training that took place is Nowa Deba was: conducting mediatory activities, perfecting command over mediatory forces, creating military documents according to the current procedures of the UN, testing the functionality of the assumed organisational structures of the mixed battalion for the exercising soldiers, teaching commanders how to command and manage troops that perform operations in the buffer zone, teaching soldiers how to organise their stations in the patrol zone as well as perfecting the skills needed in search and rescue operations in the buffer zone and during humanitarian missions. [3, р. 16-20]. 2,700 soldiers (including 150 reservists) took part in the manoeuvres. The Polish participants included: the entire 3rd Mechanized Brigade from Lublin and selected forces of: 6th Air Assault Brigade from Krakow, 14th Armoured Brigade from Przemyśl, 25th Air Cavalry Division from Łęczyca, 3rd Territorial Defence Brigade from Zamość, 2nd Reconnaissance Regiment from Hrubieszów, 3rd Engineer Regiment from Dębica, 5th Command Regiment from Krakow, Regional Military Staff from Rzeszów and 4th Airborne Corps. Ukraine sent two companies from the 310th Mechanised Regiment from Rava-Ruska (24th Iron Mechanised Division). At the end of the training, the Ukrainian Minister of Defence, Gen. Oleksandr Kuzmuk, said: “This is a new step to guarantee peace in the world.” His Polish counterpart, Stanislaw Dobrzański stated that “this is a historic moment since for the first time the Polish–Ukrainian battalion has practiced on the Polish land. This battalion is of considerable relevance, not only in military aspects, but also political ones. Our cooperation with Ukraine, including the formation of this battalion, is ranked very high” [5, р. 20-21].

The next time Polish and Ukrainian – as well as British – soldiers had an opportunity to train together was in September 1997. The training was called “Cossack Steppe ‘97” and took place on the Shyroky Lan training ground on the territory of the Odessa Military District. The training was part of the “Partnership for Peace” programme. Approximately 420 soldiers and officers were trained as part of the peacekeeping battalion established for the time of practice. They were from the Polish 6th Air Assault Brigade, Ukrainian 40th Independent Air Assault Brigade and British 5th Air Assault Brigade [4, р. 55-59].
The basis for the formation and operation of the Polish–Ukrainian Peace Force Battalion (POLUKRBAT) was the agreement between the Republic of Poland and Ukraine signed by the Polish and Ukrainian ministers of defence on 26 November 1997 concerning the formation of a joint unit to participate in international peace and humanitarian operations under the aegis of international organisations.

According to the agreement, the ministries of defence of Poland and Ukraine were to select subunits together with their equipment from each country’s armed forces (national components of the Battalion) to be included in the unit. The Polish component of the Battalion was to be stationed on the territory of the Republic of Poland, and the Ukrainian component – on the territory of Ukraine. 

The Battalion could participate in international peace operations:

- of the United Nations, the mandate of which was approved by the United Nations Security Council and those approved by other international organisations responsible for maintaining international peace and safety in accordance with the regulations included in the chapter VIII of the United Nations Charter;

- of the multinational forces formed upon the approval of the UN Security Council.

The aim of the POLUKRBAT was to partake in international peace operations conducted for the following purposes: 

- preventing outbreaks of international and internal conflicts;

- regulating or creating conditions for regulation of international and internal conflicts upon the agreement of the parties to the conflict;

- providing humanitarian help for people who suffer due to international and internal conflicts;

- providing help associated with elimination of the conflict consequences;

- removing threats for peace or breach of peace, acts of aggression and regulating international and internal conflicts.

According to the agreement, the battalion could take part in international peace operations after it has been directed and subordinated to organs specified in the mandate of adequate international peace operation following a joint agreement of Poland and Ukraine. The decision about withdrawing the battalion from operations was made by appropriate organs of the parties, and if such a decision was made by at least one party, the entire battalion was withdrawn.

The command of the POLUKRBAT consisted of the commanding officer and the chief of staff – the first deputy commander of the battalion. The duties of the unit’s commander were exercised in turns by the officer of the Polish Armed Forces and the officer of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, and the duties of the battalion chief of staff were exercised by the officer of the armed forces of the other party. The officers were to be appointed upon consultations between the ministries of defence of both countries.

The official language of the POLUKRBAT was English. The soldiers could also use Polish or Ukrainian languages.

The soldiers of the national components of the battalion were trained separately according to a uniform programme in their permanent stations and in national training centres. The joint training was conducted in accordance with agreed plans and programmes
.

Finally, the formation of the battalion ended on 31 March 1998, and obtained the operating capability at the end of 1999 [2, р. 160]. The patrons of the unit were national heroes of both nations and symbols of their military cooperation: hetman Jan Karol Chodkiewicz and Petro Konashevych-Sahaidachny [1, р. 127].

The initiative to use the battalion in the peacekeeping mission in Kosovo was made by the Ukrainian minister of defence, Gen. Oleksandr Kuzmuk, in June 1999. During the meeting in Yavoriv in April 2000, the Polish and Ukrainian departments of defence discussed and agreed upon the content of the technical agreement concerning the participation of the national contingents in the international peace operation in Kosovo as POLUKRBAT. The technical agreement was initialled by the delegation representatives on 9 June 2000 [7].

The Polish–Ukrainian Battalion began the mission in Kosovo as part of the KFOR on 15 July 2000. Its main tasks included: organising the reconnaissance system and monitoring whether the international agreements and treaties were observed in order to create conditions for safe existence and normalize the situation in the area of responsibility; supervising the process of introducing legal order and enabling the continuation of this process by civil organisations and institutions; supporting humanitarian help; supporting civil organisations in establishing law and public order in the area of operation; demining, removing unexploded ordnance and other obstacles, enabling movement via the main communication routes; controlling border crossings in Deneral Jankovic and Globocica; and patrolling with the aim to demonstrate the military presence of the KFOR forces in a given area of responsibility [13, р. 209-210]. For the duration of the Kosovo mission, a squad of Lithuanian soldiers was included in the battalion [1, р. 127].

In 2003–2005, Polish and Ukrainian soldiers cooperated also in the Polish Zone in Iraq. In 2013, formation of a Polish–Ukrainian military unit was being considered, which could join the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan [9].

Due to the plans of forming a Polish–Ukrainian–Lithuanian military unit for peacekeeping missions, POLUKRBAT was officially disbanded on 30 September 2010. On 16 November 2009, an initial tripartite agreement was signed with its aim to form a Lithuanian–Polish–Ukrainian brigade (LITPOLUKRBRIG) until the year 2011. Unfortunately, this was delayed. The failure to sign a proper agreement in June 2013 ruined the plans of forming the brigade in the autumn the same year. However, the participation of Ukrainian soldiers in Steadfast Jazz 2013 exercise was a promising sign [11].
The works associated with the creation of the new formation became more intensive when the political situation in Kiev changed and due to the Russian–Ukrainian Crimean crisis and conflict in the Eastern Ukraine. On 19 September 2014, the Polish, Lithuanian and Ukrainian ministers of defence – Tomasz Siemoniak, Juozas Olekas and Valeriy Heletey – signed an agreement on the formation of a joint three-nation brigade (LITPOLUKRBRIG). This took place in the Belweder palace with Polish President Bronisław Komorowski present. The unit will be used in operations under the auspices of the UN, NATO and European Union and as part of emergency coalitions formed in accordance with the United Nations Charter and agreements made between the countries providing their forces. The main tasks of the brigade were, among others: cooperation in the international effort to maintain peace, tightening regional military cooperation and creation of grounds for appointing the European Union Battlegroup based on the brigade [11].
To finalise the project, it is still necessary to make a technical agreement between the three countries. Following its signing, it will be possible for the Polish–Lithuanian–Ukrainian working groups to build the structure of the brigade [11].

The command headquarters of the multinational brigade is to be held in Lublin. Currently, the Polish part of the command, which consists of approximately 50 soldiers, is stationed there. They are to be joined by a dozen or so Lithuanian and Ukrainian officers. Moreover, the command battalion, which consists of approximately 250 soldiers, is also stationed in Lublin. The key positions in the brigade are to be held by the officers of the three member countries in turns. LITPOLUKRBRIG is to reach its full operational readiness in two years [11].

The participation of Polish soldiers in the international “Rapid Trident 2014” exercise conducted on the territory of Ukraine in September 2014 was also a reflection of the support for Kiev in its conflict with Moscow. The participants included approximately 1,300 soldiers from the USA, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Great Britain, Canada, Georgia, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Norway, Poland, Romania and Spain [12].
Despite the difficulties, in the past 25 years, it was possible to tighten and intensify the cooperation between Poland and Ukraine in multiple fields, including safety and defence. The most important manifestations of the bilateral cooperation are: cooperation in peacekeeping missions under the aegis of the international organisations, the example of which is the service of POLUKRBAT in the Balkans; joint service of Polish and Ukrainian soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan; cooperation in training troops as part of the NATO “Partnership for Peace” programme; formation of another, three-nation unit for peacekeeping missions – LITPOLUKRBRIG, support of Poland for Ukraine on its way to tighten bonds with Euro-Atlantic security structures; and technical as well as academic cooperation. The close military cooperation between Ukraine and Poland as the NATO member is also highly relevant in the face of Russian aggression towards Kiev.
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N. Baliuk
INTERNATIONAL LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL BASIS FOR COOPERATION BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
The paper examines a number of international legal mechanisms and institutional framework of regional cooperation between the European Union, Latin America and the Caribbean. The author analyses interregional summits, issued declarations, signed agreements and institutions responsible for the implementation of joint programs.

The core instrument of interregional cooperation is summit. Summits can play an important role as a forum where dialogue takes place through the comparison of different points of view of Europeans and Latin Americans on strategic issues in politics, economy, security and social development. Summits serve as a platform for dialogue. Practical steps are implemented by using such mechanisms as meeting the ministers or through working groups. Interparliamentary cooperation is one of the oldest instruments interregional dialogue. EUROLAT is used as a platform to find common interests and compromises. In addition to more traditional instruments used, EU and LAC cooperate on civil society level and established Investment Fund for Latin America to successfully implement mutual programs. Often the success of official contacts depends on agreements made at the informal forums or meetings. In general, only by using the full range of instruments the two regions achieved an existing level of integration and interaction. 

Key words: cooperation, the European Union, Latin America, the Caribbean, summit, agreement, interparliamentary cooperation.
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N. Gavrilova, A. Telitsa
Features of trade and economic relations between the US and China in the XXI century
The article analyses the development of trade and economic relations between the US and China in the twenty-first century, their current status and development prospects, as well as the impact of trade and economic relations between the US and China on their bilateral relations in general.  The article reveals why a particularly important role in bilateral relations play in the economy. Economic interest that has traditionally played in the development of their leadership role, adjusting the time of important political decisions and making amendments to the nuances of relationships with other states is also researched. In this article the positive and negative factors influencing the development of trade and economic relations between the United States and China, the of trade and economic relations between the countries are researched. It is shown that one of the key points is the entry of China into the WTO and the abolition of the existing barriers to the growth of trade. At the present stage in the development of trade and economic relations are affected by a number of factors. Factors such as political bilateral relations, the rapid growth of China's economy, China's accession to WTO, the development of normative-legal base in the sphere of economy, the objective need of the U.S. market expansion, the objective need of the PRC in the expansion of markets, the concept "responsible stakeholder" and even the financial crisis of 2008-2009, leading to activation, strengthen, intensify trade and economic relations between countries. Such factors as the Taiwan and Tibet issues, the issue of U.S. arms deliveries to Taiwan, the problem of human rights in China and new that was added in recent years, the growing influence of China in the South China sea, the opposite position with regard to the Syrian issue, the economic situation in China and the economic policy of China destabilize relations between the U.S. and China. On the basis of the regulatory framework were developed cooperation mechanisms. The article describes a fundamentally new mechanism in bilateral relations, Strategic Economic dialogue, which was reorganized into Strategic and Economic dialogue. Indicates that trade and economic relations are developing in the following areas: trade, investment and joint projects. China and the US have different levels of cooperation, namely national, regional and provincial level. Three key trends in U.S.-China trade that today can be traced are studied in the article. Within the article also discussed problems and prospects of relations in this area. The authors article highlight the the relevance of the US-China relationship for the present is analysed, and  their role in the modern economic system. 

Key words: USA, China, bilateral relations, influence of trade and economic relations.
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POLITICAL TRANSFORMATION IN THE BALTIC STATES.
EXPERIENCE FOR UKRAINE
This article investigates the transformation processes in the Baltic States from the historic perspective (early 90s of the XXth century until 2004) when these states joined NATO and the European Union. Special attention is paid to social and political transformation, creation of states with developed parliamentary system, the rule of law and a special emphasis on the fact that a nation is the carrier of a state. It is defined that during the years of the reforms the Baltic states have passed at least four major transitional stages: 1) the phase of the destruction of the old system of political and economic relations; 2) the stage of political and economic improvisation; 3) the stage of preparation to absorb Western political and economic structures; 4) the period of adaptation and structural adjustment. The uneven implementation of reforms in the three Baltic countries, their achievements and difficulties are analyzed. Common problems that existed in the Baltic countries and Ukraine are highlighted (particularly, a complex of difficult economic, political and social problems, which they inherited after the collapse of the Soviet Union, common borders with Russian Federation and a significant number of Russian-speaking population reside on their territories, energy and raw material dependence on Russia, etc.) and recommendations on how Ukraine can use the Baltic experience in proceedings transformational reforms are presented.
Keywords: transformation, political transformation, economic transformation, the Baltic States, Ukraine.

Problem statement: The main content of post-communist transformation is the transition from totalitarian and authoritarian regimes to democratic ones, from command economy to a market one. Despite the realities that the Baltic States inherited from their Soviet past (corruption, pressures from interest groups and a lack of competitiveness at all levels), they have managed to transform successfully and catapult themselves out of the Soviet space. The result was more than obvious - they have succeeded in becoming members of the EU and NATO. Ukraine was not successful in achieving such results, so the experience of the Baltic States will be very useful while conducting the transformation reforms. 

Analysis of recent researches and publications: There are many researchers and scholars investigating the issue of post-communist transformation in the Baltic States. The significant impact on the determination of post-communist transformation has the researches by M. Illner, A. Kaminski and B. Kaminski, P. Machonin, J. Musil, H. Zon and others. A. Lieven in his research «The Baltic Revolution: Estonia, Latvia Lithuania and the Path to Independence» investigated the historic path of three Baltic states from the Soviet times till their regaining of independence.

Various aspects of transformation in the Baltic states were presented in the works of V. Pettai (The Consolidation of the Political Class in the Baltic States), L. Bennich–Björkman (Building Post-Communist States: Political Corruption and Strategies of Party Formation in Estonia and Latvia), V. Pettai and M. Kreutzer (Party Politics in the Baltic States: Social Bases and Institutional Contexts), C. Thomson (The Singing Revolution: A Journey through the Baltic States).

This issue is not profoundly investigated by national experts and scholars, as their researches are mostly concentrated on the issues of Baltic States’ foreign policy aspects (particularly entering the EU and NATO).

The process that began in the late 1990s in the Eastern Europe and on the post-Soviet area cannot be compared in magnitude with any of the events of the XX century. The scope of its «transformative» actions encompassed all spheres of life of the Eastern European societies: economics, politics, ideology, and finally - the whole system of basic public values, including foreign policy. The comprehensive nature of the changes made this process beyond the boundaries of the socialist community, making it part of a larger process of European integration and globalization, the cardinal ordained geopolitical shift whose consequences are yet to be determined and evaluated.

The nature and duration of the transformation processes in the former USSR had been influenced by such objective factors as their coincidence in time with accelerated globalization of the world (with all its positive and negative effects) and the duration of "socialist" history of young nations.

During the years of reforms Eastern Europe and the Baltic states have passed at least four major transitional stages:

1) the phase of the destruction of the old system of political and economic relations;

2) the stage of political and economic improvisation;

3) the stage of preparation to absorb Western political and economic structures;

4) the period of adaptation and structural adjustment.

There were no clear boundaries and steadiness among them. Sometimes the stages overlapped, it means that the events combined at several stages. 

From the very beginning Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia started the economic, political and social reforms under the slogan of «common Baltic House» and «Baltic Way». Common borders and histories, cultural and civilization identity helped the Baltic countries to create the Baltic sub-system that exists because of the unity of approaches to key issues [29].

The Baltic States regained their independence at the culmination of the so-called «Singing Revolution», a series of protests in the years 1987-1991 which were partly the result of the slow collapse of the Soviet Union.

This unity was in full view on August 23, 1989, the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact in which Germany and Russia agreed to divide Europe amongst themselves, with Russia receiving the Baltic States. On that day, approximately two million people stood in a row, holding hands to create a human chain alongside the road from Vilnius via Riga to Tallinn. The “Baltic Chain” was perhaps the most iconic moment of the Singing Revolution [6].

As M. Jurkynas stated in his article: “Despite the realities that followed the crisis (structural challenges such as corruption, pressures from interest groups and a lack of competitiveness at all levels), the Baltic states have managed to catapult themselves out of the Soviet space. They are no longer the ‘post-Communist states’, but underdeveloped Western states sharing values, stereotypes, issues, standards and even eating habits that are becoming more and more like those of Westerners”[15].

Ukraine failed to take advantage of opportunities that were open during the Soviet collapse, the unwillingness of counter élites and the «political myopia» of the establishment.

During these turbulent years of the overthrow of pro-Soviet regimes in Eastern Europe and the collapse of the Soviet Union – times of flash decisions and implementation of historical chances - there were several scenarios of transition to the new post-communist life. The first one could lead to success (it included fast reforms, democracy and economic development). The Baltic States chose that path. 

The other ways included bet on the «strong hand», delaying reforms, efforts to reduce historical scores with neighbours led to the replacement of the communist dictatorship to the «new despotism». Ukraine could be called a «case on the brink». It managed to avoid the worst scenarios, but could not take full advantage of the opportunities that opened during the collapse of the USSR [28].

The Baltic States have chosen Western European model of parliamentarism and developed a particular focus on the fact that a nation is in the core of a state.

Several reasons led the Baltic States to tie up with the West: first of all, the desire to restore historical justice and wipe away the consequences of Soviet occupation and annexation. Moreover, joining the organizations that stand for the same values ​​has strengthened the sense of security in the face of Russian influence. Finally, the EU was seen as a new Eldorado, useful both economically and socially [15].

The Baltic political elites put the responsibility for the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, forced Sovietization and deportation of 600 thousand people outside their own countries on Russia. Historical experience of coexistence with Russia, a fear of new annexation attempts by a «great neighbour» affected the attitude towards Russia and caused suspicion about its political intentions and economic cooperation. A similar period of interstate relations between Ukraine and Russia took place in 1991-1995 and is taking place now.

It should be emphasized that European countries always perceived three Baltic countries as part of the Western world, which were affected by the Soviet-German conspiracy and subsequent aggression of the USSR. Thus the United States and Britain never recognized the accession of the Baltic States into the USSR and other countries – Sweden, for example, - had to apologize officially for the hasty recognition. In other words, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia were traditionally considered as a part of the Western world and the Western European countries on this basis began constructing their relations with the Baltic countries [27].
Political Transformation in Lithuania

Lithuania was the first to declare its independence in March 1990. On the 25th of October 1992 the Democratic Labour Party of Lithuania won at the elections to the Seimas, and on the 14th of February 1993 the leader of this party Algirdas Brazauskas became the President of Lithuania. A. Brazauskas named two preconditions for the independence: firstly, Lithuania had very deep roots of statehood – since the beginning of the XIIIth century and secondly, the Lithuanians had much suffered from Stalin regime. Many of them were deported to Siberia in 1949. The same Ukraine experienced in 1920-30s [30].

Lacking not only the structures for transformation, but also statehood itself, Lithuania began completely anew in 1990. Occupied and annexed by the Soviet Union in the 1940s, Lithuania was a Soviet Republic for almost 50 years. Soviet rule had comprehensively reshaped the country, its resources, economy and above all, its people. Lithuanians often use the term “rebirth” to describe their return to statehood, which represented the starting point of transformation and set the goal of becoming a free and independent state within the community of European democracies. Political transformation progressed smoothly with few problems [23]. 

For the first 9 years of its post-Soviet independence, voters in Lithuania shifted from right to left and back again, swinging between the Conservatives, led by Vytautas Landsbergis and the Labour (former Communist) Party, led by former President Algirdas Brazauskas. This pattern was broken in the October 2000 elections, when the Liberal Union and New Union parties won the most votes and were able to form a centrist ruling coalition with minor partners. President Valdas Adamkus played a key role in bringing the new centrist parties together. The leader of the center-left New Union Party (also known as the Social Liberal Party), Arturas Paulauskas, became the Chairman of the Seimas, and the leader of the Liberal Union Party, Rolandas Paksas, became Prime Minister. The new coalition was fragile from the outset, as the Liberal Union was pro-business and right of centre, while the New Union had a populist and leftist orientation. The government collapsed within 7 months and, in July 2001, the center-left New Union Party forged an alliance with the left-wing Social Democratic Party and formed a new cabinet under former President Algirdas Brazauskas [11].

 The new government tightened budgetary discipline, supported market reforms, and passed the legislation required to ensure entry into the European Union. Several years of solid economic growth helped to consolidate the government's popularity, despite discontent within two of its core constituencies – unskilled urban workers and farmers – who had expected more generous funding of social and agricultural programs. The government remained firmly in control, and by mid-2004 it was the longest-serving administration since the recovery of independence [11].

A little unexpected, though probably natural were the presidential elections in Lithuania, held in early January 2003. Valdis Adamkus in the second round defeated former Prime Minister of Lithuania and Vilnius mayor Rolandas Paksas.

New Lithuanian President R. Paksas claimed to continue the stated course of the foreign policy of Lithuania, which, during the presidency of V. Adamkus, received an invitation to join NATO and the European Union. R. Paksas also stated the need to strengthen ties with Russia.

Lithuania became the first country in Europe, which removed the head of state from office due to the impeachment. The experts say that the impeachment, which took place in Lithuania, is more a plus than a minus for the international reputation of the country. Lithuania passed the test for the democracy and everything was held in very strict legal norms [30].

During the years of communist control (1944-91), the economy was controlled by the government, and there were restrictions against the private ownership of property and businesses. Since the end of the communist era, Lithuania has become a regional trend-setter by aggressively pursuing economic liberalization programs [17].

Since independence from the Soviet Union, Lithuania has been attempting to radically transform the economy. This is being done by political and economic liberalization, macroeconomic stabilization, and privatization as the main elements of the transition strategy. In 1997 alone, some 200 state-owned companies were sold to private industry. By 2000, an additional US 725 million in government-owned companies were sold-off. By that same year, some two-thirds of the economy was in private hands and largely working according to the rules of a competitive market economy. 

By 1998, Lithuania's economy closely resembled that of most other Western European countries. Agriculture accounted for 10 percent of the GDP, industry for 32 percent, and services for 58 percent [17].

In 1993 Lithuania became the first of the Baltic states to be free of a Russian military presence. In February 1994 the country joined the Partnership for Peace program, which was set up by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to allow for limited military cooperation between NATO and non-NATO countries [18].

Like all reform-oriented states in Eastern Europe, Lithuania experienced an economic and social crisis characterized by a sharp decline in GDP and soaring unemployment figures. The worst was over by 1994. After a slump in 1999 (the “Ruble crisis”), Lithuania’s GDP has shown strong growth since 2000, unabated in the years from 2004 to 2006. Thanks to EU accession, Lithuania has managed to create a market economy that is anchored in principles of social justice and equipped with modern regulatory institutions that are nearly free of political pressures [23].

Political Transformation in Latvia

Latvia’s transformation bears the hallmarks of contemporaneous political and socioeconomic transitions, particularly in terms of nation- and state-building. At the end of the 1980s, a strong movement for Latvian independence took shape against the backdrop of Mikhail Gorbachev’s reform policy perestroika and the cautious liberalization of the Soviet regime. In October 1988, various reform movements joined forces to establish the Latvian Popular Front (LPF). In the 1989 elections to the USSR Congress of People’s Deputies and again in the 1990 elections to the Latvian Supreme Soviet, the LPF won enough seats to force the communists from power in Latvia [22].

The Latvian government declared the country independent on 21 August, 1991. Because of the difficulty involved in deciding on a citizenship law, elections for Latvia's first post-Soviet Saeima (Parliament) did not take place until June 1993. Latvia elected a new Saeima in the fall of 1995 [16].

Latvia also went through the difficult period of transformation in all spheres of social life. It conducted economic reform in 4 stages:

1) (1991-1992) - liberalization in all sectors of the economy;

2) (1992-1994) – achievement of economic stabilization;

3) (1994-1995) - the stage of economic development;

4) (1996-1999) - active structural reforms, deepening the process of stabilization and growth in all sectors of the economy [27].

The transition to a market economy in Latvia was accompanied by a serious economic crisis: gross domestic product per capita decreased by almost a half (51,1 per cent) from 1989 to 1993.

During the first years of the young republic, the government flanked this stability-oriented monetary policy with a largely successful budgetary policy. In 1997, Latvia even achieved a budget surplus for the first time. “Small” privatization proceeded at a brisk pace and was largely completed by 1998. However, the privatization of key large enterprises in the communication, energy and transportation sectors has lagged behind. The fundamental framework for free competition was already in place before 2002. After a drop in economic performance in the first half of the 1990s, the tide turned. Latvia’s GDP rose constantly form 3.3% (1996) to 8.0% (2001) [22].

Latvia was also the first country in the region to embark on radical welfare state reforms. The resulting dislocation put disproportionate burden on Latvia’s large Russian-speaking minority. 

The nationalizing project also severely limited the minority population’s access to the democratic polity. Due to Latvia’s restrictive citizenship law and slow progress in naturalization, an important share of the Russian-speaking population was denied citizenship rights. In 2006 - 18 per cent of the Latvian resident population were non-citizens [4]. 

This position of Latvia caused a negative reaction from Russia, which began a campaign for the rights of «compatriots» abroad. Moscow repeatedly stated that it considered its relations with newly independent Baltic States primarily through the prism of their attitude to the Russian-speaking population. Since 1994 the Russian-Baltic relations have evolved under the influence of this problem and have had periods of very hard political and economic pressure especially on Estonia and Lithuania in order to force them to adopt a softer immigration laws.

  A considerable raw material and energy dependence of Latvia on the supplies from Russia (fuel and non-ferrous metals - 90%, raw materials for chemical industry - 80%, electricity - 50% of total needs) allowed the Russian government to make effective policy of economic pressure [27].

Taking into account negative consequences of this situation and related comments of the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities Max van der Stoel, the Latvian Saeima on the third attempt made ​​amendments to the Citizenship Act, which lifted restrictions (so-called window of naturalization) on citizenship and also cancelled a number of restrictions on the use of Russian language and education, using the Russian language.

At this point Latvia faced a radical political and economic transition. The political transition to a multiparty democracy began with the re-adoption of the 1922 constitution and the first post-Soviet parliamentary elections in 1993. Since then, Latvia has had five parliamentary elections, all of which have been judged as free and fair by international observers. However, Latvia’s extreme multipartyism has meant that government stability has been hard to come by, with governments lasting, on average, little over a year. The other major political challenges were an agreement on the withdrawal of Russian forces from Latvian territory (reached in 1994), internationally acceptable rules on the naturalization of Russian-speaking Soviet-era immigrants, and accession to the major Euro-Atlantic organizations (Latvia joined the European Union and NATO in 2004) [22].
Political Transformation in Estonia

Political and economic transformation in Estonia began with advent of Mikhail Gorbachev’s perestroika and glasnost policies within the Soviet Union. Although the Soviet republic’s Communist Party initially resisted reform, civic and intellectual leaders used the opening to mobilize the population around a range of grievances, including industrial pollution, the constant influx of Russian workers, Russification and economic degradation. These issues soon coalesced into an even bigger movement for Estonian independence. In March 1990, the republic declared its formal intention to restore independence. Actual release from the Soviet Union came in August 1991 [21].

On 20 August, 1991 Estonia declared itself independent of the USSR. In 1992 a constitutional assembly introduced amendments to the 1938 Constitution. After the draft Constitution was approved by popular referendum, it came into effect 3 July 1992. Elections for the new Parliament and president were held on 20 September 1992, with Lennart Meri as victor. 

On 5 March 1995, Estonia held its second parliamentary elections since achieving independence from the USSR. The center-left Coalition Party/Rural Union alliance won an impressive victory, taking 41 seats in the 101-seat Parliament [10]. 
As the newly independent Estonia struggled to prove its economic and political viability in the face of Russia’s attempts to secure influence over a former sister-republic through economic and, to a lesser extent, political pressure.

Estonia has quickly enacted political changes and transformed itself into a model democracy, consistently receiving high scores in Freedom House's Freedom in the World survey. However, the parliament adopted citizenship and language laws requiring all post-war immigrants and their descendants to apply for citizenship and meet minimum naturalization requirements, including two years of residence and knowledge of Estonian, the only recognized official language. These rules have been criticized on the grounds that they disenfranchised many residents and discriminated against the Russian-speaking population. Still, many Estonians considered the requirements an essential means of restoring independence [7].

Estonia's economic transformation is considered among the most notable in Central and Eastern Europe. Since its independence in 1991, Estonia has made significant and rapid progress in its transition to a market economy. A combination of key policies, including commitment to privatization, adoption of an independent currency, establishment of an extremely open trading regime, and successful attraction of foreign investment, have made Estonia one of the success stories of the region. As a result, Estonia was one of five Central European countries recently invited by the European Union for membership talks [19].

In the economic development of Estonia three clearly distinguished stages can be revealed: 1) collapse of the socialist economic system in late eighties resulting in tremendous economic decline at the beginning of nineties (approximately the years 1989-1993, 2) recovery from the economic recession and stabilisation of the situation (1994-1996), followed by 3) intensive economic growth (since 1997, except the years of so called ‘Russian crisis’ in 1998-1999) when the average annual GDP growth has been over 6% [24].

Despite all the difficulties, Estonia can be noticed as the most successful among other Baltic States.

In 1999, Estonia joined the World Trade Organization, adding to its previous membership in the International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development.

 In November 2002, Estonia was one of seven Central and East European countries to be invited to join NATO; it officially became a member on March 29, 2004. Since re-establishing independence, Estonia has proven itself to be an excellent ally, having built a military capable of participating in ever more complex and distant military operations.

 European Union (EU) accession negotiations proceeded rapidly, and Estonia joined the EU in May 2004, along with nine other countries, including its Baltic neighbours. The final decision was conditional on the outcome of a national referendum, which was held in September 2003 and returned a large majority in favour of membership. Estonia joined the Schengen zone in December 2007 and adopted the euro as its currency in January 2011[1].
Conclusions:

The Baltic States have succeeded in becoming members of the EU and NATO. Estonia has led the Baltics in their transition, and has consistently built up a positive image. The Estonian authorities have been determined and have maintained a restrictive financial policy, allowing the country to meet the Maastricht criteria despite the global economic crisis. It entered the euro zone in January 2011. Although the crisis forced Latvia to postpone plans to adopt the euro, it nevertheless efficiently and effectively coped with the crisis after an EC and IMF-led bailout.

Over the last two decades, it is difficult to identify a loser among the Baltic States, especially when compared to other former Soviet republics, which are faced with serious problems on the road to democratization. The Baltic States, despite their divergence after independence, have transformed successfully [6].

Ukrainian policy formation and strengthening of the Baltic vector is closely related to addressing the problems of sub-regional and European integration in terms that have many features in common, namely:

 - Baltic States had a special place among the newly independent states. They carried out independent policy and opposed the restoration of any form of the former Soviet Union. Ukraine had the same position;

 - Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, as well as Ukraine, for some period of time existed in the historical framework of the Russian and then Soviet empires. After the collapse of the Soviet Union they had to solve a complex of difficult economic, political and social issues taking into account unavoidable politics of its historical neighbour – the Russian Federation;

 - They have common borders with Russia and a significant number of Russian-speaking population reside on their territories;

 - Economics of the Baltic States had been largely focused on Russia, and therefore energy and raw material dependence on Russia forced the governments of these countries to search for ways out of this situation;

 - The withdrawal of Russian troops outside their national territories and creation of their own armed forces were the issues to be solved for a long time.

The Baltic States have achieved a great success in the use of their transit potential and constantly increase efforts in this direction, they consistently implemented their policy of integration into European and Euro-Atlantic structures and achieved in this very tangible successes.
Ukraine is now facing the most dramatic period in its independent history. Using the experience of the Baltic states in conducting the reforms in different spheres of its life (political, economic, social and security), it can as well reach the success. Taking into account the Baltic experience, Ukraine should adapt it to the current realities and make its own path to become a developed democratic state and in future a full member of the European Union and NATO.
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I. Duzha
NEW CHALLENGES FOR US GLOBAL LEADERSHIP IN ASIA PACIFIC
The article deals with the actual challenges for US global leadership in order of its concerns in the Asia-Pacific Region in the beginning of the XXI century. The main purpose of this scientific paper is to explore the main recent developments that face the United States in the process of its recovering in lost regional leadership positions in the Asia-Pacific region. Their essence, basic reasons and possible ways of their practical overcoming is mentioned. The primary accent is paid to the special relationship between the United States and ASEAN countries that share reciprocal interests in the political, economic aspects in the Asia-Pacific region, as far as in the international security. Considerable attention is captured to review causes of US leadership in the region and new opportunities for their recovery. 

At the very beginning of the article the reduce of the US leadership positions in the Asia-Pacific region is depicted. As well the region is described as the highest priority interest in the world for the presidential administration of the White House Barack Obama nowadays. The author emphasizes the importance of this political science issue in view of the fact that the Asia-Pacific region is one of the most significant regions that has already become a center of world politics and economic development. This Asia-Pacific region ascending is defined as the key trend in the architecture of international relations recognized in recent decades. Taking into consideration the wide academic feedback in order to this issue, the following topic is dedicated to examine the reasons and obstacles, which lead US for their leadership positions loss.  

The thesis that Obama's policies regarding the Asia-Pacific region is not innovative, but rather inherited character is suggested. From the author’s point of view, President Obama as a pro-Asia state leader reveals as a follower of the previously developed policy, represented by W. Clinton. The reason for the temporary suspension of this US foreign policy can be explained for objective necessity called war on terror, which United States tragically faced the in 2001. Thus, the time being spent for the US anti-terrorist actions have decreased the U.S. opportunities as the global leader in the Asia-Pacific region at this period, which doesn’t correspond to their national interests.

The major portion of the following research deals with the analysis of the three substantial threats pejorative to American leadership in the Asia-Pacific region at the beginning of the XXI century. They are - the fact of regional integration in the Asia-Pacific countries into economic and political alliances, which exclude the United States as the participant; the neglecting of involvement into the immediate economic processes in region, such as production and consumption of goods in the markets of Asia-Pacific; as well as unresolved issues corresponding to the absence of collective security in the region, where the unresolved conflicts may take place.

Essay writer stresses the fact that the United States at the moment has enough opportunities to restore its leading position and is still able to achieve the desired goals concerning APR in the foreseeable future. There was made the conclusion that the current outward circumstances also do contribute to the solution of this issue from two points. First – is that the successful diplomatic policy of Democrat Barack Obama re-established the confidence to the U.S. as a reliable partner between its old associates. So far the U.S. economic recovery after a crucial financial and economic crisis has almost retrieved to the ordinary strong appropriate level, which now can be employed as an instrument for the foreign strategies.
Keywords: USA, Asia-Pacific, Obama, foreign policy, strategy, leadership, global economy, international security.
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T. Ivanets
Structure and features of Japan party system
The article examines structure and features of the party system in modern Japan. At the end of the twentieth century Japan's party system begins active transformation. In the 2000’s the Japan's political life was determined by two major parties: the governing Liberal Democratic Party and the opposition Democratic Party. The author determines the main features of present Japanese parties, characterizes key «big» parties that define the political life of Japan, analyzes factors that influenced the formation of party system and its development. The article determines the concept of "floating" and "traditional" votes and their role in functioning of the party system, analyzes prerequisites for development of transformational processes that today take place in Japan party system. The author pays attention to elections in the House of Representatives in 2009 and victory of Democratic Party as one of the key points in transformation of Japan party system. Also is analyzed a return to power of LDP,  characteristic features of elections to the House of Representatives in 2012 and the House of Councillors in 2013, the main reasons of Democratic Party defeat in these elections and a future of Japanese party system.

Key words: party system, fractions, «traditional» and «floating» votes, the House of Representatives, House of Councillors.
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Key aspects of the EU initiative «Eastern Partnership» in the context of European integration processes
The current dimension of integration processes composes the basis of global trends in international relations development. A key player and engine of integration, not only on the European continent, but also on a global scale is the European Union. Therefore, the article comprehensively covers the key aspects of EU foreign policy initiative «Eastern Partnership» on Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the Caucasus.

The aim of this Article is to analyze the current character of strategic programs of EU «Eastern Partnership», to explore key aspects of its implementation, problems and perspectives according to tasks declared in the program, in the context of integration processes in the East Europe.

Established in 2009 initiative of the European Union «Eastern Partnership» was a logical development of institutional changes initiated after the Lisbon Treaty and in response to the development of geopolitical processes taking place at the area of the former Soviet Union . In particular, gathered intentions and interest of post-Soviet countries to deepen cooperation with the European Union on a number of important areas, including cooperation on border management, cooperation in the energy sector, civil society and democratic institutions, the West Eupope laid the necessary foundation for the launch of a new level of cooperation participating countries «Eastern Partnership» – under the Association Agreement with the European Union. This type of Agreement envisaged the creation of enhanced free trade area, intensification of human contacts, deepening political dialogue.

As a conclusion may be argue that active development of the concept of «Eastern Partnership» took place in the run-up of institutional transformation with the adoption of the European Union for the implementation of the Lisbon Treaty. This fact points to a clear turning in EU foreign policy towards increased cooperation with neighboring countries with the eurozone. This process coincided with the increasing influence of Russia in the specified direction, which however, has increased and the EU countries, such as Austria. Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. It is logical that the opposition to expansion of spheres of influence of Russia became the integrational expansion of EU to the East of Europe.

Key words: European Union, Eastern Partnership, European integration, foreign policy, Central and Eastern Europe.
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J. Konstantinova 
LATIN-AMERICAN VECTOR OF THE INTERNATIONAL POLICY OF SPAIN
Latin America has always been one of the priorities in Spanish international policy. It is promoted by historical, social, political, economic and language ties connecting the state with the region. Nowadays Spain is trying to balance the relations with all the countries of the region on a parity basis.  

Spain is the main investor in Latin America with its prominent role in such key sectors of economic activity as the process of development and social modernization, banking, power system, communication, construction activity, infrastructure management, travel and service industry. At present bilateral cooperation with Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Chile etc. is being developed. 

The Spanish government promotes integration and multilateral dialogue in response to the new international realias. To that end it supports various economic and political integration associations, such as the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR), The Central American Integration System (SICA) and Mercosur, the Pacific Alliance as well as Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC).

The principal part in these relations is taken by the Ibero-American Community of Nations. Its main targets are: the discussion of topical issues of Latin-American countries development, democracy, globalization, migration, economic problems etc. The regular summits accompanied with workshops and consultation meetings of the specialized ministers as well as numerous experts meetings enabled to found within the framework of the general project a number of specialized organizations regarding education, science and culture, youth affairs and social security. It also enabled to launch over 20 cooperation programs in the various spheres from librarianship and archiving development to medium-sized and small business support. 

One of the key targets of cooperation is still mediation in the dialogue between Latin American states and the EU. Spain on a par with Portugal plays a significant role in European policy development in Latin America. It acts as the most active agent of the EU ideas on strengthening political cooperation and social and economic development in the South American region. 

Key words: Spain, Latin America, the Ibero-American Community of Nations, bilateral cooperation.
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IDENTIFICATION DISCOURSE AS METHODOLOGICAL PROGRAM OF AN ETHNOPOLITICAL RESEARCH
The paper examines the problem of the prerequisite and factors complex research in ethnopolitics by the means of identity discourse that is marked as basic scientific plane for ethnopolitical studies.   

The article gives an analysis of the previous researches in the field of scientific discourse. A special attention is paid to the insufficient study and theoretical justification of this concept in research works. The main characteristics of identity discourse are outlined and its permanent interacting and property to transformations is proved. Detection of the meanings that are not directly expressed, but implied by the actors of 'discursive event' is determined as identity discourse objective for the purpose of truthful illustration of the ethnopolitical realities. To achieve this goal the analysis of the political rhetoric of domestic and foreign politicians, the public organizations’ and associations’ initiatives are involved, the statements and opinions of ordinary citizens are taken into account (through the public opinion poll) and the Discourse analysis is involved. Therefore, identity discourse allows to illustrate the existing organization of society, as well as to fix the probable changes in the social structure of the country. 

A discourse is characterized by the existence of linguistic component (a speech, a statement, a remark, a quote), that attracts the attention of the media and society. Thus the discourse encourages discussion of a discursive event. As a result, the discourse informs about this event and gives it a comprehensive assessment that leads to new discussions and comments.

A general conclusion is made concerning the necessity in further theoretical study of the identity discourse as a separate semantic field to illustrate ethno-political reality in society.

It is necessary that a more thorough study of identification discourse in ethnopolitology should be performed.
Key words: identity, identity discourse, discursive event, paradigm, crisis paradigm.
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THE POLITICAL DIMENSION OF COMBATING HUMAN
 TRAFFICKING IN THE EU
The article presents complex, systematic study of the political dimension of combating human trafficking in the EU. Today human trafficking gained the grand scale of its spreading and it has affected almost all European countries and their neighboring regions. Very often human trafficking is confused with illegal migration since both phenomena are connected with shadow economy and they constantly fuel corruption, money laundering, hindering economic and democratic development of society. Trafficking in human beings, for whatever reason – sexual exploitation or work – is a violation of fundamental human rights. Because it affects vulnerable groups such as women and children in particular, the European Union has focused its action on objectives aiming to protect these groups and to prevent and combat this phenomenon, especially by strengthening cooperation and coordination between the police and judicial authorities of the Member States. The action of the EU, which in this way is also designed to protect the victims of trafficking, is based on instruments defining its objectives and priorities, but it is also integrated in a broader context of protection against violence, sexual tourism and child pornography.
Key words: human trafficking, human smuggling, illegal immigration, globalization, transnational criminal groups, EU action against human trafficking.
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H. Melehanych 
THE TENDENCIES OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC’S ETHNOPOLITICAL DEVELOPMENT
The Czech Republic should be reckoned among the countries with poly-ethnical composition of population. Czechs together with Moravians and Silesians are the dominating ethnical and state-making core of the nation. This fact was proved by national population censuses of 1991, 2001 and 2011. For our studies the most important is the national  census of 2011 the results of which differ greatly from the results of the previous years. Firstly, 2.65 million people refused to show their national identity, that is about ¼ of the entire population. Secondly, when comparing the data of 2001 and 2011 one can see the decline in numbers of Czechs from 90,4% to 64,3% that is from 9 249 777 to 6 711 624 persons. Also, smaller number of people call themselves  Silesians or Moravians, accordingly 0,4% and 13,2% in 1991 compared to 0,1% and 4,9% in 2011. Thirdly, the number of national minorities who historically find themselves on the territory of the state has been decreasing owing to language assimilation and integration into all-Czech society. Fourthly, within the last ten years passed from the previous national census population of the country has been added by more than 200 thousand people and it is connected with foreign immigration growth .Fifthly, a great number of people during the 2011 population census showed themselves as belonging to two nationalities what made it complicated to finally add up. Most of such persons were among Romani, German, Greek, Rusyn, Croatian, Slovakian and Serbian minorities. That is, the census of 2011 proves to the fact that due to labour migration together with Slovakians, Germans and Poles in the ethnic and national structure of population there has become represented a considerable number of ethnic communities of Ukrainians, Vietnamese and Russians. Whereas the decrease in number of title ethnicity is the result of Europeanizing of Czechs and their identification themselves as the representatives of the  EU rather than of a certain state.

Normative basis of protection of the rights of national minorities complies with international standards, and  there was passed a particular law  in 2001. From the point of view of researchers this law gives  preference to European ethnicities. In the meanwhile, in the structure of country’s population there has grown the number of non-European ones, for example, Vietnamese, Chinese and Belarusians. The main state structures in charge of national minorities issues are the two consultative agencies –State Council on Romanis’ affairs and State council on national minorities. National and ethnic minorities are supported mainly at the expense of grant programs from the state budget.

Key words: national minorities, ethnic and national policy, population census, ethnic and political development, ethnic and political management.
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TURKEY AND IRAN RELATIONS WITH THE ATTITUDE FOR THE REGIONAL LEADERSHIP

The article analyzes the current features of Turkish-Iranian relations. It is stressed that the current relations between the two countries are simultaneously interrelated and competing. The most promising areas of cooperation between Turkey and Iran, and their points of differences in regional policy issues are identified. The potential political and economic features for establishing mutually beneficial cooperation between two countries are being examined. The prospects of bilateral relations and their impact on the situation in the region are analyzed.

The author underlines that Turkey's foreign policy increasingly focuses on the immediate issues of the Middle East as a substitute in its major foreign policy instead of the failures on its path to European integration. Currently Turkey continues to deepen economic ties with Iran as one of the most prominent Middle East countries and stnds for its interests in the international arena. Both Turkey and Iran contribute to mutual interdependent relations, which were established for the strong basis for years. It is stated in the article, that these countries  complement each other what provides a great opportunity for influence in global regulation. These two actors are eager to create united economic area between the two countries, which will obviously increase their potential for the rest of the region. This alliance is so for vital because of the potential control gaining over the actual processes in the Middle East. On the other hand, the Turkish-Iranian relations are simultaneously characterized in the terms of geopolitical confrontation. Both countries
acknowledged their desire to become a regional leader in the Middle East and the Caucasus and Central Asia, so each country is to compete with other’s efforts. Ankara and Tehran offer the embay States of the region not only distinguished forms of interaction and cooperation, but various development models in which Turkish Islamic democracy is opposed to the concept of Iranian Muslim society.

The abstract suggests the conclusion that two powerful regional states have the potential to revive the former regional dominance. The most important areas for their competition renaines now in the geographical range of Arab countries and Central Asia. At the same time, close cooperation between countries on the bilateral basis in political, trade and economic relations demonstrates the 
tension for understanding in the fight for leadership. The main subject of the relations between two actors Turkey and Iran renaines the significant economic dependence and its prospects for deepening.

Keywords: Turkey, Iran, the Middle East, Central Asia, foreign policy, competition, regional leadership.
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К. Murza 
The state disintegration as the political system institution
The article devotes the specificity of the state disintegration process. Many states around the world have experienced such trends for instance The Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. These events influenced the international relation system drastically changing it. What is more the state disintegration process gives rise to negative trends in different countries for example the collapse of the Soviet Union lead to serious separatism problem in former republics. Speaking about the political system and its institutions, these elements are very important in this context because state as the political institution plays significant role in the field of the political process regulation. It should be noted that the disintegration weakens many important state abilities like the state sovereignty realizing in addition the state institution cannot provide effective policy concerning state territory. Every state faced such trends lose control over its main activities.
In author opinion, during the communist states disintegration serious changes were in the political system. For instance the adoption of the new constitution in Yugoslavia in 1974 led to serious consequences because this document created some new political institutions like the collective presidency. These alterations weakened political system and increased ethnic differences. In The Soviet Union case such process concerned the communist party that played significant role, the abolition of the 6 th article of The Soviet Union constitution accelerated the state disintegration.

Key words: disintegration, legality, state, political power, political system, integration. 
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THE «TRUE FINNS» (PERUSSUOMALAISET) PARTY: IN TREND OF NORTHERN EUROPEAN POPULISM
In April 2011 European media and experts have enthusiastically commented on impressive results of Parliament elections in Finland: third place was taken by the party «True Finns» (Perussuomalaiset, PS) having been characterized as nationalistic, populist, right-radical, anti-European and anti-immigrant.While staying parliamentary, the party «True Finns» became for many observers a symbol of the rise of right-radical populist nationalist movement that reached Northern Europe. But is this assessment of party’s ideology and policy complete? Isn’t it worth clarifying and updating? Does current Finnish populism have its specificity and evolution? In this article we will try to answer all these questions. 
Expert and media discussion of «True Finns» party typology demonstrates the variability of estimates and characteristics – from right radicalism and ethnic nationalism to the left populism. Conservatism, also being used to characterize the party, also has its place between these poles. This incredible mixture and complexity of political ideologies being used to describe P.S. is caused by both, social and political features of the Nordic countries as well as by variability of party’s political position. «True Finns» is an example of northern European variant of national populism being characterized by a certain hybridity of ideology and political practice. Socio-economic platform of «True Finns» is left-centered and is aimed at preserving and strengthening of the Scandinavian welfare model of society that is being increasingly affected by globalization as well as by the financial and economic crisis. On the other hand, ideological and political component is right-centered and is marked by critical approach towards the EU, immigration and multiculturalism, conservative attitude to the question of national values and culture. At the same time right or left radicalism, ethnic nationalism or racism are not inherent in the general course of the party.

Кey words: «True Finns», populism, radicalism, nationalism, conservatism, immigration.
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CIVIL IDEA AS A FORMING FACTOR OF POLITICAL IDENTITY OF UKRAINIAN CITIZENS
The role and influence of the civil idea on the political identity of the Ukrainian citizens and formation of consolidated national political identity in Ukraine have been analyzed. On the ground of systematic-factor method the problems of the development of the civil idea in modern Ukraine have been investigated. 
It has been shown that the civil society and social dialogue appear to be the basis of forming a consolidated idea of aims and values of social development. Based on the sociological investigations the conclusion has been made that the development of civil society institutions in Ukraine lags considerably behind the states of Vyshegrad group and the European Union.

A lack of development of civil society institutions in Ukraine is conditioned by political and legal, socio-economic and cultural terms of their forming and functioning, such as uncertain law basis, poor financial support from the government and local authorities budget, a small percentage of middle class in population structure, lack of social capital and public dialogue, a low level of self-organization of population, lack of norms and values which unite people, conservation of paternalism in the population consciousness and so on.

The fact that there is no political project concerning the national idea aggravates the crises of political identity and makes it stable in modern Ukraine.

Key words: political identity, civil idea, national consolidation, social capital, social dialogue.
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External influence factors in the Kosovo ethnoseparatist conflict
The article is devoted to such a pressing problem as separatism. Some experts say that separatism is a problem of the past, but the author emphasizes that the XXI st century will be the century of identification factor increasing that will influence the nationalistic issues. It is underlined that the separatism could be catalyzed not only by inner factors but also by outside ones, especially nowadays, when the structure of the world is being changed by the influential actors of the foreign affairs. The author presents the concept that the collapse of the Soviet Union and collapse of the bipolar system of foreign affairs after the end of the Cold war inspired the change of the safety architecture in the whole world. In some cases the world community doesn’t pay attention to the genocide cases that take place in the countries and regions that are not important for the political world due to geopolitical or resource reasons. The author analyzes the ethnoseparatism conflict in Kosovo and constituents of the external factors influence.  So the author makes a conclusion that nowadays it is really necessary to pay attention to such issues as separatism because it may lead to the break out of hostilities in the country and lead to the genocide no matter whether it is cultural or physical genocide. Besides it is necessary to reform the world law system that is too old for the contemporary world and processes that take place in the world. 

Key words: separatism, ethnoseparatist conflict, genocide, external factors, Kosovo.

Ethnoseparatist conflicts take place on the territory of one country, but in some cases the conflict escalates with or without external influence and interference. The support of separatist conflicts in this or that country depends upon the geopolitical interests of the influencial actors of the international affairs. So, we can see it by the example of the US position towards the separatist conflicts in Kosovo on the one hand and Abkhazia and S.Ossetia on the other.

External factor can show itself in different ways, i.e. by military interference, informational demonization campaign, economical sanctions, supplying military equipment etc.

One of the bright examples of the external factors that supported the ethnoseparatist conflict was the attitude of the US to the situation in Kosovo. So, the main task of this article is to analyze constituents of the external support that was presented to the rebels of Kosovo in their conflict with Serbia.

United States of America is the main problem in the contemporary world. The collapse of the Soviet Union and the collapse of the bipolar system of the political world allowed the US uncontrollably and with impunity to implement the "export of democracy", as they call it. And in fact, during all the time since the collapse of the USSR they have been conducting a "crusade" to establish control over territories which are necessary for them form the resource or geopolitical point of view. The energy resources determine today the direction of the US foreign policy. The author of the article stresses that nowadays the world lives in the state of the 4th world resource war and we can see by many examples that the US conducts it nowadays. The US politicians are considered to be hypocrates taking into account the fact that if some country that doesn’t have resources but is characterized by the state of civil war or ethnic cleansing, it will never get help either from US or the world community. During Clinton presidency, the United States has portrayed its policy towards Africa by the principle “Africa can solve most of its problems itself,” but this factor didn’t work out either in the Republic of Congo, which became the scene of large-scale war and massacre, Rwanda or Nigeria etc. In case of Congo, Clinton rejected the UN request to allocate $100 thousand to deploy a battalion of peacekeepers in this country. In case of Sierra Leone, Washington delayed the discussion of the British proposal to send peacekeepers to this country in 1997, thus bringing another major catastrophe. The former France president F.Miteran said that such cases that happened in Rwanda can’t be considered to be a genocide. By these examples we can see the attitude of the developed countries leaders towards the people of the third world. Being a state secretary M.Albright commented on the death of half a million of Iraqi children due to the bombing in Iraq in such a way: «It is a difficult choice, but we think the price is justified» [3, p. 58]. 

Above-mentioned facts show that US democracy doesn’t take into account the value of human life, cause the control over natural resources and countries must be achieved by all possible methods, one of which is the intervention or influence of all kinds. In cases where military intervention are unreasonable the US organize and conduct "color revolutions".  The events in the former USSR, former USSR republics and the former Yugoslavia are characterized by the fact that their internal armed conflicts became the way of solving world foreign policy problems. 

As has been already mentioned, the policy of double standards clearly manifested in the situation in Yugoslavia. United States and its NATO allies spoke about moral order, holding an immoral position. During their aggression in Yugoslavia they said: «We will kill your civilians, until you accept our terms and conditions». This is an approach of terrorists, but not the countries that try to guarantee peace in the whole world. NATO aggression didn’t prevent, but on the contrary, was the main cause of the humanitarian disaster in Kosovo. A significant part of the population fled Kosovo not because of ethnic cleansing, but because of NATO bombing. US constantly alleged that they could not just stand aside, while atrocities took place in Kosovo. This absurdness of this argument can be illustrated by the following example – imagine that you see a scene of crime on the other side of the street, so you take an automatic rifle and kill all the participants of this event: criminals, victims, witnesses. Should the world community consider such a reaction as reasonable and morally justified? [3, p.62]. 

NATO military intervention could have been justified from a moral point of view only if it had restored justice and ensured the peaceful coexistence of all citizens of Yugoslavia living in Kosovo, regardless of their ethnic origin. In the case of Yugoslavia the Serbs were initially called criminals and thousands of peaceful people perished not because of Miloshevich regime but due to NATO interference [2, p. 22].  

Analyzing the external factors in the ethnoseparatist conflict in Kosovo, we can single out three constituents – informational, financial and military support factors.

The demonization campaign of the serbs was launched in the end the 80th. In one of the issues of the Foreign Affairs journal an article by David Gompert, former Director of the European Department of the National Security Council, was published, in which “he offered for years, if not decades, to keep Serbia in isolationand poverty, keep it in quarantine until it loses virus that it has inside. Serbia must be treated as a leprosy”. British military expert James Gow believed that “Serbian nationalism is a hissing snake on the chest of the world community”. And Richard Holbrooke called the Serbs «bloodthirsty scoundrels» and that Serbia and Montenegro did not receive international recognition, because they are not civilized enough for admission to the world community. Philosopher from the University of Jerusalem Shlomo Avineri believes that after 1945 the Germans were able to return to the community of civilized nations, not only because the Allied occupation gave them a democratic system, but also because they had to admit the horrors committed on their behalf against the jews and other peoples and that the same fate awaits the Serbs [3, p. 150]. But this philosopher in his work seems to forget to mention about atrocitites of the jews against palistinians and Americans against Indians. 

Zbigniew Brzezinski expressed such an opinion in his article «Stop the Serbs» in 30.03.99 «Washington post»: “The West should provide weapons to the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). The decision of this kind is justified both politically and morally”.

Commenting on this statement, it is necessary to clarify that it is morally from the American point of view, which is a priori immoral, but not from the point of view of really democratic community. This statement sounded really strange taking into account that before events in Kosovo KLA functioned on the money got from drug trafficking and was in the American black list of terroristic organizations. In this situation we can see double standards in the foreign policy of US – KLA can be terroristic organization on the one hand, and ally on the other when it is necessary.

The pretext for war against Yugoslavia appeared far-fetched. Finnish experts who investigated events that happened in the village of Rasak in Southern Serbia in January 15, 1999, said in the official statement that in reality it didn’t take place. At the same time, anti-Serb propaganda reached its top.  The americam newspapers made up stories about atrocities that were committed by the Serbs in order to show the world community that only intervention can stop genocide in Kosovo that really didn’t take place. 

The second external factor was financial and equipment support of Kosovo rebels by the US and western European countries. The third factor was military one when NATO launched a military campaign against Serbia. In the course of NATO aggression 35,000 combat airflights were conducted, which involved about 1,000 planes and helicopters that dropped 79,000 tons of explosives (including 156 containers with 37,440 cluster bombs, banned by international law) [4].  
The damage to Yogoslavia done to industrial, transport and civilian objects in the result of almost three-month bombing, according to various estimates, measured by the sum of 60 to 100 billion dollars. The number of dead soldiers and civilians are still uncertain. It ranges from 1,200 to 2,500, 800 of which were children. The NATO airplanes bombed not only bridges, industrial plants, but also railway stations, hospitals, kindergartens, churches built in the Middle Ages. Bombs that were thrown by the British airplanes had such inscriptions as: «Happy Easter», «We hope you will like it», «Do you still want to be a Serb?» [5, p. 134]. 

 In February 2008, the Serbian province of Kosovo, with the support of the United States declared its independence, and most of the Western countries recognized its independence. The events in Yugoslavia are essential for understanding the strategy and tactics of the United States in the establishing the world order. US aggression against Yugoslavia has several causes. The first reason is due to the task of strengthening the dominant position of the United States over the whole world. After the collapse of the Soviet Union the United States received an overwhelming advantage, including new types of weapons. Destruction of the enemy can be performed using missiles that may be hundreds of kilometers away from the object. There was a need for a full-scale tests of new weapons. The second reason was related to the development of new types of impact (informational, environmental, financial) to eliminate potential threats to the US position. The third reason was due to the fact that the internal situation of the US ruling group demanded demonstrations of American power. 

All these factors led to the following specific objectives of aggression: 1. to destroy the countries with the mentality of resistance, Yugoslavia was a test country; 2. to minimize the competititve ability of Europe, especially Germany; 3. to test the new weapons of precise actions in a combat situation; 4. to show the power of the United States, its invincibility and impunity; 5. to oppose Orthodoxy to Islam; 6. to test the environmental weapons; 7. to work out the informational weapon; 8. to put the control of the United States over the richest resources of  manganese in Kosovo; 9. to destroy the infrastructure of Yugoslavia and paralyze economic life, because even under the most severe restrictions and pressure from the United States this country continued to develop its economy; 10. to work out specific methods of creating and instigating conflict that would lead to its collapse [3, p. 130]. 

This military operation also had the mission to show the whole world what can happen if the state pursues an independent policy without consultation and approval from the US. US action against Yugoslavia was an attempt to relapse power politics and undermine the whole system of modern international law. Two operations of the alliance in the Balkans showed that the post World War II European system was in crisis, but also gave birth to three quite dangerous tendencies: 

 - war revival factor in the construction of modern Europe, the situation virtually impossible in the bipolar confrontation between nuclear superpowers; 

- internationalization of internal conflicts, i.e. the creation of models to eliminate internal sovereignty; 

- formation NATO-centric system in which one military-political bloc controls all European processes [6, p. 51]. 

NATO military action against the Serbs set a precedent of open intervention of the military-political bloc in the internal armed conflict on the side of one of its members. Local ethnic clashes escalated into a full-scale regional war, so since the mid 90-s Balkans crises gradually transformed from a regional problem into a question of European security and a kind of political-military “chess game” between the “great powers” [6, p. 52]. 

It is necessary to draw attention to some of the results of the crisis on post Yugoslavian space from the point of view of international organizations and the European security system: 

• for the first time mechanism was put in place where aregion that wished to seccess from the multinational federation, is not regulated by international law or the Constitution of the Federation, but by the decision of a group of people or political leaders of some great powers; thus a precedent was set exit from the federation of its separate parts; 

• the essence of the UN peacekeeping concept has changed, a transition to the use of force to punish one of the conflict sides (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Yugoslavia); 

• for the first time the use of military action was used to solve the conflict and to impose vision of the internal structure of a country; 

• the independent role of the UN in resolving international conflicts was legalized. It happened in the Balkans gradually. First NATO appeared as a part of peacekeeping operations, and then began to function as an independent factor under the banner of peacemaking, and then without approval of United Nations;

 • the mechanisms of international organizations were used to replace political leaders and change the political system of the country; 

• the policy of double standards was applied in the Balkans as for the conflicting parties, when world organizations and NATO openly rejected an objective approach to the conflicting parties [1, p. 77].  

The final stage of the external factor usage was used during the coup d’etat in 2000. The following mechanisms were used in the process of power change in Serbia: 

- ten months before the elections in 2000, the head of German diplomacy, Joschka Fischer together with US Secretary of State M.Albright secretly gathered in Berlin, members of the opposition who have agreed that V.Kostonica would become a president;

 - $30 million were secretly tansferred from Budapest to Serbia in order to supply the opposition with computer equipment before the elections;

- 45 million German marks under the guise of humanitarian aid were transferred to 40 Serbian cities where local authorities represented the opposition;

- the oppositional mass media was supported secretly, some journalists had internship in Germany;

- the results of the elections were not announced but the opposition declared itself to be a winner and it was supported by the West. 
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The Priorities of the Polish Economy in the last 25 Years
 in the Ukrainian Context

Ukrainian economy faces the huge strategic challenges at present. The great example may be the experiences of the other countries, such the Poland’s economic policy from the near past. The Polish economy in the last 25 years of its sovereignty and almost permanent economic development, has become a developed economy recently. How did it happen that two economies, which started from the very similar point and from the same level of the GDP per capita, go the very different way and develop significantly differently?

What were the key challenges and priorities of the Polish economy? Is there any key in order to avoid the mistakes and the middle income trap? Which tools and strategy is crucial to implement in order to release the full potential of the Ukrainian economy? The world seem to be more and more dynamic, especially in the last years and even months The significant context of the deliberation is the current Ukrainian situation and its challenges, which using the Polish experience and at the same time being very similar in many issues, could avoid many structural and strategic mistakes in the economic development. 

Кey words: Poland, Ukraine, development, transformation, economy, reforms.
POLAND 1989

Poland’s economic transition is one of the most impressive transformations of the last 25 years in the world and one of the most positive examples of the European changes after the collapse of the Iron Curtain, unless the brightest. In 1989 Poland was one of the poorest countries among those transforming in the Central-Eastern Europe, including those which were still part of the Soviet Union, and almost twice poorer than the Czech Republic and half poorer than Hungary. From a practically bankrupt country, with a very low (about 1.700 USD) GDP per capita, a huge public debt, an inefficient industry and also highly corrupted, Poland became developed in a real terms and one of the fastest economically increasing in Europe. How did it happen and how it was possible to increase without any recession for almost 25 years? The answer is not easy, however the key points are reforms, a healthy economic system and releasing the people’s energy and creativity.

The crucial moment was the year of 1989 when Poland as the first country in the Eastern part of the Iron Curtain carried out the semi-democratic elections which allowed to appoint a new opposition government. Although the first real economic changes became already in 1988, particularly the business activity law, the most important reforms were established in 1989 and also named by the current new Minister of Finance, professor Leszek Balcerowicz.

Before we mention about the reforms, let us look back at the situation of Polish economy at the starting point. Poland, as the rest of the communist states, had the centrally planned economy where state’s property was absolutely fundamental and privileged. Although the first private companies already existed, the real boom has not come yet. The industry, although super-important and essential part of GDP, was inefficient, too employed and underdeveloped. The state suffered the lack of capital and goods what was noticeable for instance in shops, equipped usually only in vinegar what is the symbol of the 80s. until today. Despite the higher demand than supply, the salaries were extremely low even in purchasing power parity. Poland was deeply corrupted state where even small things were difficult to solve without a special gratitude. As the rural country, where agriculture was also an important part of GDP, this part was underdeveloped as well and did not supply the citizens enough. To make matters worse, the Polish public debt, particularly international debt, was extremely high because of the loans from the 70s. when economy invested huge amounts of borrowed money in industry and constructions. The most symbolic and noticeable thing were increasing prices because of the higher and higher inflation.

EXPERIENCES OF THE POLISH REFORMS

Now it is a time to understand what was implemented on January 1, 1990 when the Balcerowicz reforms entered into force of an act. Shortly before Balcerowicz said: ‘We need to end up with the false game where people pretend to work and the state pretend to pay. This dozen days may decide about the years (…) The situation is extremely difficult, but waiting may only make it worse. The society will approve the program only if the goals and results are clear. There will be no system changes when the inflation exists. Thus, the first hit must be aimed there”. The Plan comprised ten economic acts. One of the first and the most important issue was a liberalization of the internal prices what released a trade but also contributed to the enormous increase of inflation (which became a hyperinflation for a while at the level of about 1000%). In order to control it, the interest rate became higher over the inflation. Because of the free trade and business activity, the trade and import dramatically increased what also helped to supply the economy. What was fundamental, the rate of exchange of the American dollar became transparent and stabilized what was the consequence of a full convertibility. The banking system was completely reformed so as the credit policy and because of that international banks had an open space to invest there, change the market and teach people how to exist in capitalist world. Many inefficient public companies became privatized or simply were liquidated what certainly rebounded the increasing unemployment. A year later an income tax was implemented, the next year valued added tax (VAT) as well, becoming soon the crucial income for the budget. What is very important, because of the fact that the Balcerowicz plan was accepted by the international institutions (like International Monetary Fund), Poland could raise for cancelling or reducing the foreign debts what was mostly successful in the following years.

The effects of the shocked therapy were relatively quick. Although the GDP dropped in 1990 and 1991 what was impossible to avoid and was normal everywhere in this part of Europe including better developed and less reforming countries. So as in Ukraine, however the comparison of those processes I mention in the further part. Inflation in Poland decreased firstly to dozen or so and in about 10 years to only a few percent. The budget deficit disappeared in only one year and what more important the wealthy countries, which were the lenders, decided to restructure the Polish debt what became the first real help of Western world. However, Poland needed a lot of capital and the foreign direct investment which came during the coming decade, but not huge at once. 

On the other hand the rapid therapy of the economy had also the other, much darker face. Because of the closing inefficient factories policy the unemployment rate increased dramatically, especially in the traditionally industrialized regions and in the villages. In Poland appeared enormous poverty areas, consumed by a structural unemployment and a social discontent what was the direct cause of many extreme views and approaches until today. Comparing to the communist time in the society appeared fast developing social stratification, which fortunately today is not high, but still constitutes an important problem for a society and an economy. Summing up, some part of the society became a beneficiary of the new system, however the other, less lucky or smart people remain poor or even poorer than during the previous regime. Moreover, professor Balcerowicz became for years, actually until today, persona non grata of many political and social environments in Poland, being a symbol of everything was went wrong in Poland after collapsing of the communist system. Many of experts or ordinary people accuse him for implementing a neocolonial system in Poland which brought about the sale of the national heirlooms like big industrial companies, banks, steelworks and also closing down the mines, shipyards or State Agricultural Farms (PGRy), what directly caused the enormous unemployment and the poverty areas. Especially the unemployment in the villages and the wild privatization is being criticized by the left side of the Polish public opinion and also experts. For example, professor Witold Kieżun, who was the economist in the US universities during the communism in Poland and today at the age of 92, assume that Polish economic transformation was a typical neocolonial transition and the Polish state created the best conditions for the Western companies in the world to earn money with the greatest rate of return, even higher than in Africa and without any risk. He gives many examples what did wrong in Poland, which companies were ready to compete with the Western ones but never had a chance to do this. He also criticizes the process of the evaluation of the Polish companies which was mostly conducted by the international institutions what devaluated their price and worth significantly. Together with the other dimensions he reckons, that the important part of the Polish economic potential was lost or even stolen. However, today we may only consider and also draw conclusions for the future, what went wrong and which parts of the transformation and reforms were less successful or failed, especially when we compare the final result with the neighbouring countries which chose the other, often a slower path. The certain is that Poland committed many little or larger mistakes which came from a lack of experienced elites or professionals, too much trust for the foreign economic experts and maybe also a huge enthusiasm for the Western lifestyle. The last point caused later the other problems like ‘relishing’ the Western life being in everything, from the cuisine, the local products to travelling. What is satisfactory, this - typical for young and free economies - disease disappears after about two or three decades when people are either fed up or missing of their difference, or usually both. 

At this point it is necessary to mention about the other fundamental reforms or regulations and also the milestones for the economy. In 1991 the Warsaw Stock Exchange was opened, the key institution for a large and ambitious free market. In 1993 Poland became fully independent when the last Russian soldiers left the Polish borders what enabled to conduct the fully sovereign policies. Two years later the redenomination of Polish zloty (PLZ) into new Polish zloty (PLN), erased four zeros and decreased the inflation. The further fundamental step was implementing the new constitution in 1997 which included an important regulation – the public debt cannot be higher that 60% of Polish GDP. This easy provision efficiently defend against possible populists who could irresponsibly try to buy the voters. Another crucial, and also one of the best carried out reforms, was the local government change. Because of the reform from 1999 Poland consists of only 16 voivodeships (województwo), smaller poviats (powiat) and the smallest communes (gmina). At all the levels the local representatives are being chosen in the direct elections what also brings people closer and build the local awareness and responsibility. However, the most important and also symbolic events took part in 1999 and 2004. Firstly, Poland became a NATO member what gave the guarantee also for the potential foreign investors that the market and investment are safe. However, the other event was much more important from the economic perspective. Joining the European Union enabled not only to adjust the law or regulations to the most efficient one, but also opened the unprecedented inflow of funds (about 150 billion EUR in the years 2004-2020). At the end it is necessary to point out the important act from the future perspective, namely the increase of the retirement age for both men and women to 67 years old (gradually and with some exceptions, certainly). 

POLAND FROM TODAY’S PERSPECTIVE

How is Poland today?  GDP per capita (PPP) in 2014 will reach 24 thousand USD and is higher than Hungarian one, being twice lower in 1989. According to the newest Transparency International report, the country is ranked as 35 the least corrupted state and almost every year climbing the list. The structure of the GDP is very healthy, where 63% are services, 33% industry and only 4% of agriculture. Still pretty high (increased especially from 2009) is unemployment rate, at 11,4% (according to Eurostat only 8,7%) but is very likely to reach 6-7% until 2016-2017. However, at this point it is important to mention the very large emigration to the Western European countries (especially the UK, the Netherlands, Germany, Norway) which is estimated between 1-2 million people. In the Doing Business ranking Poland is ranked at 32. place in the world, systematically going up (several years ago being around 70. place). 

Despite being the relatively healthy economy, Poland has another crucial priorities in its strategy of development and briefly I would like to point them. The first issue is a policy of demography and migration. In the country there is one of the lowest fertility rate among the EU states. It is mainly because of the economic and not encouraging system solutions what often makes the children too expensive for young parents. The different are also the priorities for young people who prefer to make their career and want to have less children than their parents. It is impossible to solve the problem by one political decision, solutions must be the comprehensive and treated as the one and huge system and orientation change, together with migration policy. Poland as a country with extremely low rate of migrants, has a great opportunities bound up with opening the market for the foreign comers. The very important may be the heritage of the Rzeczpospolita, as traditionally multicultural state of Lithuanians, Ukrainians, Jews, Germans, Armenians, Poles of course but also different nations. The only certain thing is that every year the rate of migrants will be higher and higher, being a great chance for Polish development (certainly together with some limited threats). This issue is crucial to develop the economy in a sustainable way, especially when the unemployment rate is going to decrease noticeably in the following years.

Another priority is the innovative and science policy. Research and development funds are much too low, being at the level of about 0,9% of Polish GDP, while the EU goal is to head minimum of 3%. The great examples are here such countries like Israel or South Korea which spend more than 4% as the future development investment. Polish funds are going to reach 1,7-1,9% until 2020, however it is still not enough if the country wants to catch the leaders and produce more hi-tech instead of the cheap products. The real opportunity are the European funds which can be spend in accordance with the innovative policy, supporting such projects. The other thing is a cooperation of the state and business, together with the universities. The private business and scientists must be also encourage to spend their money for the innovative research in order to treat it as a real investment. Only fully coordinated policy may be competitive in the changing environment of the globalized world.

The metropolitan policy is especially important nowadays as more and more people live in the cities, what is an ongoing world’s process, not other in Poland. Therefore the metropolitan areas must be treated in a special way as they just mean more than in the past, being the key centres of change. One of the most important Polish problems are the sprawling suburbs which are a way worse communicated with the downtown and the working districts. In order to control the way of change the local governments must have more power of decisions what means more rights in the nationwide politics. Especially today, in the new era of building a new but well known kind of the cities – smart cities – places comfortable for its citizens not only for cars or the great industries. 

POLAND’S EXPERIENCES IN THE UKRAINIAN CONTEXT

Poland may be a very good example for Ukrainian transformation because of many reasons. We should start from the historical and cultural similarities, as important as a geographical factor. All of them together cause that those two countries impact themselves significantly and this process may only be deeper and deeper. Shortly this means that the development of one of the countries will impact positively on the other country, increasing the trade, security or the mobility of the societies like the mutual migrations. 

It is important to mention that in 1989 the economies of Poland and the Ukrainian part of Soviet Union were pretty similar, particularly if we take into account the level of development measured in nominal GDP per capita, which were in both of them at the level of less than 2 thousand dollars and about 5 thousand dollars in Purchasing-Power Parity (PPP). In 2012, the last stable year for such comparisons, the Polish GDP per capita (PPP) raised to more than 22 thousand dollars, while the Ukrainian raised only to about 7 thousand dollars. Unfortunately, as a result of the last events in Ukraine, during the next years this difference may still deepen. However, the way for the fast development may lie in the fast and important implementation of reforms which can be often followed on the Polish experience. 

This what differ the chart of Ukrainian and Polish economic development are the huge ups and downs of the Ukrainian one. At the beginning the enormous (up to -22.55%) decrease through the 90s, then the impressive (up to 12.95%) increase of the GDP at the beginning of the new millennium. Unfortunately, followed by the another big decline in 2009, during the world crisis. The Polish chart seems much more ‘boring’ what means also the stability. At the beginning of the 90s. rather the significant decrease, but then from 1992 the systematic growth without even a year of recession. It is not the result of the political strategy but a significant sign of the importance of the Polish reforms from the 1990 which were mentioned previously. Despite the mistakes and the great social expenses, Polish economy did an enormous step in only 25 years of its transformation in order to be a developed economy. It did not happen only because of the great strategy, more likely is the reason of a release of the people’s energy and creativity. Certainly the success would not be possible without the beginning reforms and a huge shock therapy at the start. Nowadays, Poland is in a totally different moment, being an important part of the united Europe and the Western civilization. However, the challenges are maybe different, but still same important. Still, Poland is a great example for the other transforming economies that the work and persistence, often very hard, lead to the success and there is always a good time to start reforming the economy.

POTENTIAL OF UKRAINE AND THE CHALLENGES

Ukraine is in the crucial moment of its transformation and development. After three ‘revolutions’ the country seems to be finally ready to join the Western way of the development and this path of transformation. The country must define the goal which is chasing the Europe’s level of development but also remembering about the local specificity. In order to gain it the government should prepare the new and comprehensive strategy for the future and what is necessary, despite of the costs of the reforms, they should be socially accepted and approved by the society and the political class. Although the internal differences between the regions and the difficult situation in the eastern part of the country, the coherent message of the goal may unite the people. Ukraine does not need to copy and make the errors of the other transforming economies (such Poland) and learn from the mistakes what would make the process easier, less expensive socially and also cheaper. What are the most important economic challenges? Definitely the reforms of administration, banking system, opening the market for investors together with creating the good conditions for them, fighting with a corruption, partly limited privatization. Maybe the most important is the opening of the country and releasing the energy and creativity of the citizens – instead of blocking – a trust for their ideas. Here the good example may be Georgia which is one of the leading countries in the Doing Business index. What is very weighty, the Ukrainian economy has a great potential in many contexts like a heavy industry, a tourism, a social capital with the educated society, a cheaper workforce etc. The positive example of Ukrainian transformation would have a crucial impact on Russia what is the significant argument for the European Union. It seems that Ukraine did the first of the most important steps which was a final selection of the European path. The second one is reforming and a systematic growth. If this appears, both people of Ukraine and the European countries believe it was the right choice and would never abandon the way. Poland is the best example here.
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PROBLEMS OF LOBBYISM INSTITUTIONALIZATION IN UKRAINE
Lobbyism in the modern world is essential factor of any political system, which largely influences political process and socio-economic life of a state. In modern terms institutionalization of lobbying in Ukraine is one of topical issues of democratization of political system, establishment of civil society and prevention of corruption risks.

At present Ukrainian lobbyism de-facto is a part of political process, but it is separated from the legislation. Lobbyism in modern Ukraine is characterized by the following features, as well as absence of transparent mechanism to protect the interests by members of society, prepotency of "shadow" lobbyism of oligarchic type, domination of financial and industrial groups as subjects of lobbying activity, lack of understanding of the nature of lobbying by public and political elite, absence of clear line between subject and object of lobbying through the coalescence of business and government, as a lobbyist and politician actually are combined into one person. This situation does not meet the needs of Ukrainian society, leads to negative public attitude to this phenomenon, to identification of lobbying as corruption technology.

Ukrainian legislation provides enough legal grounds to transform lobbyism into legal political institute. Such grounds are contained in the Constitution of Ukraine, as well as in other legal acts. The issue of necessity to make relevant legislation is on the agenda of political life for a long period. Since 1992 several bills have been developed, but none of them has been adopted by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine.

Institutionalization of civilized lobbyism in the state requires systematic work of authorities, it is necessary to develop a range of measures that will be directed to formation of public opinion, rehabilitation of lobbyism in public eye, creation of the legal basis of lobbying, which will identify its limits in the law of the state.

Institutionalization of Ukrainian lobbyism will create equal conditions for members of society in the protection and promotion of their interests, participation in governance, promote transparency of policy making process, and create conditions for formation of civilized forms of lobbying in Ukraine. Solution of problems connected with institutionalization of civilized lobbyism in Ukraine will be one of key steps of further democratization of our state, development of political culture and formation of civil society.

Key words: lobbyism, lobbying, institutionalization, corruption, lobbying legislation, civilized lobbyism, “shadow” lobbyism.
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U. S. PUBLIC DIPLOMACY STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

The present article analyzes the structure and peculiarities of the United States Foreign Service activity, which is one of the most professional, up-to-date and efficient and provides USA global leadership all over the world. The article determines the public diplomacy term. The main foreign policy challenges, that faces U.S. public diplomacy is boosting country’s image among the most active and influential part of foreign society; the influence on foreign countries’ elite and mostly on that part which is responsible for decision-making process; the establishment of favorable economic and investment climate in USA and foreign countries. Modern U.S. public diplomacy is actively using elements like public opinion analysis or spread information concerning USA itself quality analysis (listening), as well as carrying out short-term political campaigns aimed at promoting certain political idea, activity (advocacy)etc. The author also analyzes peculiarities of new public diplomacy, which foresees the impact on international situation and foreign audience with the help of modern technologies (blogs, special websites: Facebook, Twitter, УоuТubе and Mass texting), promoted in foreign countries. The article also underlines the importance of U.S. Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs post, who controls the work of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, the Bureau of International Information Programs, the Center for Strategic Counterterrorism Communications and participates in developing the U.S. foreign policy.

Key words: public diplomacy, structure, State Department, Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs

In the 21st century public diplomacy became a significant factor in international life for the majority of the developed countries
.
The U.S. diplomatic service is one of the key factors ensuring country’s global leadership. While combining methods of traditional and public diplomacy, it is one of the most professional, modern and efficient services in the world. 

The main foreign policy objectives of the U.S. public diplomacy are as follows:

• to improve the U.S. image among the most active and the most influential layer of the foreign society; 

• to influence the foreign elite and in particular its decision-making segment; 

• to create favorable business and investment climate for the USA in foreign states. 

Public diplomacy, however, is not limited to promoting the country’s image, educating specific professional groups and representatives of foreign countries or radio and television broadcasting. At present, the U.S. public diplomacy actively applies other methods, such as listening (analyzing public opinion or quality of the information about the USA disseminated abroad) and advocacy (organizing short-term political campaigns aimed at promoting specific political idea, action, etc.).
The traditional understanding implies that public diplomacy is a tool for interaction between the state and the “foreign audience”, as well as a component of diplomatic and foreign policy mechanism applied by the government. The new non-traditional understanding describes public diplomacy as a tool for managing foreign audience’s interest in certain issues by means of networking, creating and promoting specific web-sites, SMS-mailing, organizing online conferences, blogging. Public diplomacy of this kind, despite being among government’s tasks, is carried out through NGO-to-foreign-audience contacts. Today the U.S. Government uses the following specifications for the term “public diplomacy” in its foreign policy: “the new public diplomacy”, “public diplomacy 2.0”, “digital diplomacy”. The latter is widely used in the U.S. foreign policy discourse. 

The structure of public diplomacy consists of a number of governmental and nongovernmental agencies which form and implement the existing public diplomacy programs in foreign countries. The agencies engaged in formulating regional priorities, developing certain programs and distributing financial resources include the following executive and legislative bodies of the USA: 

• the U.S. Department of State’s Bureaus – the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, the Bureau of International Information Programs, as well as the Digital Outreach team;

• the U.S. Аgеnсу for International Development and the Broadcasting Board оf Governors; they act formally as independent agencies, however their heads report to the U.S. Secretary of State; 

• the public diplomacy bureaus and the Defense Security Cooperation Agency of the U.S. Department of Defense; 

• the President, the U.S. National Security Council, and the U.S. Congress.

The list of institutions engaged in implementing public diplomacy programs also includes semi-governmental agencies, U.S. diplomats and, in particular, cultural attaches, U.S. information agencies in foreign countries, U.S. charitable foundations and NGOs, namely Eurasia Foundation, Soros Foundation, MacArthur Foundation, and Ford Foundation. A number of expert groups within the Department of State currently assess the efficiency of the programs under implementation. Those groups include the Interagency Working Group (IAWG) on the U.S. Government-Sponsored International Exchanges and Training, the Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy, various think tanks (RAND Corporation or Center for Strategic Studies). The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and the Bureau of International Information Programs regulate the programs’ implementation and report to the U.S. Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs. The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs is responsible for developing and implementing educational programs designated for foreign elite and leaders. The Bureau of International Information Programs implements programs on disseminating special printed, electronic, visual and audial information about the USA. It also drafts press releases on the national foreign and domestic policy (Washington files) that are sent to the U.S. diplomatic missions abroad.

After World War II Harry Truman’s administration under the senate pressure, recognized the necessity in State Department control over public diplomacy programs. It resulted in establishing new special bureaus – The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and the Bureau of International Information Programs. Created in 1953, Information Agency (USIA) was independent and till 1978 was mostly engaged in propaganda. President James Carter has significantly facilitated the tools of academic programs implementation as well as removed The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs from the structure – this fact was much objected by the senator William Fulbright at the time. Practically all staff of the bureau was included in the Information Agency staff, renamed as United States Information Service. Its former name – USIA – was returned to the agency only in the office of Ronald Reagan. Till October 1999, Information Agency served as the main administrator of academic exchanges, financed by U.S. Government. Under the pressure of republican majority in the Congress (1995-1999), Bill Clinton’s administration recalibrated the Information Agency and it was included in the structure of State Department again. Since 1999, from the moment The Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs post was established, it was embraced by 9 persons
 (Table 1). 

The Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs also underwent significant changes after 2001. Previously, career diplomats or representatives of northeast high-performing universities (Harvard, Yale, Princeton etc.) were appointed to this office. George W. Bush administration has substantially changed the approach to qualitative characteristics of the head of public diplomacy. For implementing the policy of USA positive image “selling”, which came down with a run in Muslim public’s opinion, this post started to be embraced by specialists, mostly engaged in promoting goods into the market, as well as marketing, i.e. specialists in the field of business and business administration. 

Table 1. The Under Secretaries for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs

	Name
	Assumed office
	Left office
	Presidential Administration

	Evelyn Lieberman
	01.10.1999
	19.01.2001
	Bill Clinton

	 Charlotte Beers
	02.10.2001
	28.03.2003
	George W. Bush

	 Margaret D. Tutwiler
	16.12.2003
	30.06.2004
	George W. Bush

	 Karen Hughes
	09.09.2005
	14.12.2007
	George W. Bush

	 James K. Glassman
	10.06.2008
	15.01.2009
	George W. Bush

	 Judith McHale
	26.05.2009
	01.07.2011
	Barack Obama

	 Kathleen Stephens
	06.02.2012
	04.04.2012
	Barack Obama

	 Tara Sonenshine
	05.04.2012
	01.07.2013
	Barack Obama

	 Richard Stengel
	11.02.2014 
	
	Barack Obama


The Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs Richard Stengel aims at expanding American public diplomacy, which includes communication with international audience, literate programming, academic grants, educational exchanges, international programs for visitors, USA efforts on fighting against ideological support of terrorism. Under Richard Stengel, the key mission of American public diplomacy is a support in achieving goals and targets of USA foreign policy as well as promotion of national interests, strengthening national security by informing and having influence on foreign public by means of developing and strengthening relations between nation and U.S. Government and other nations around the world
.
The Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs also controls the work of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, the Bureau of International Information Programs Center for Strategic Counterterrorism Communications and participates in developing the U.S. foreign policy.

The Office of Policy, Planning, Resources for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs (established in 2004) and the Mission Activity Tracker (established in 2007) develop new strategies and assess the efficiency of the current public diplomacy programs. The former determines political priorities of the American public diplomacy, the latter measures the efficiency of the public diplomacy programs in terms of achieving specific foreign policy objectives. Office оf Роliсу, Р1аnning, Resources for Public Diplomacy is one of the most shut down from the public’s eyes among other offices. It develops long-term strategies and public diplomacy programs, as well as estimates the funding necessary for a specific program.  
Since 2007 a new sector (Mission Activity Тracker) on studying the foreign Internet audience’s attitude towards the USA operates in the bureau. And even more – a separate sector (Evaluation and Management Unit) in this bureau is engaged in assessment of implemented public diplomacy programs in different countries. From time to time it publishes short reports concerning some implemented programs (like assessment of the efficiency of Edmund Muskie program implementation in Russia, for example), which is underestimated source of information that concerns not only the means of implementation of certain U.S. public diplomacy program, but methods of assessing the efficiency of these programs, used by American experts.

The Digital Outreach Team is a governmental mechanism that implements WEB 2.0 public diplomacy programs. This unit was established at the Department of State in 2006. The group of 10 experts analyzes messages and discussions occurring in all national and international social networks possible. They mostly focus on gathering information from Arab social resources since they demonstrate significant anti-American attitudes. Besides, the experts take part in the discussions, logging in social networks as ordinary participants or moderators. The Team aims to explain the USA’s actions on the international arena to the users and to oppose the misinformation disseminated through social networks by representatives of the Taliban and Al-Qaeda terrorist movements.

The Agency for International Development (the USAID) is a federal agency established by J.F. Kennedy which supervises programs designed to influence the political and economic life of other countries. The USAID plays an important role in democratization processes in foreign countries. Thus, the USAID promotes elections and countries’ transition to market economy through sponsoring political parties and public organizations; sponsors education for political leaders, reformers, businessmen and dissidents;  initiates modernization of curricula in universities; sponsors the establishment of press services, business centers and democratic corpuses abroad. The USAID is the agency implementing most of the U.S. public diplomacy programs of political character. Its main projects include support for foreign democratic movements, facilitation during elections, education for observers and journalists, etc.  

The Broadcasting Board of Governors (the BBG, established in 1994) is an independent federal agency responsible for all the U.S. programs broadcasted through radio, television and Internet. It is one of the world largest information associations. 

The BBG consists of the International Broadcasting Bureau, and of the radio and television networks that include Voice of America, Radio FRЕЕ Europe (RFE), Radio Liberty (RL), Radio Free Asia (RFА), Office of Cuba Broadcasting (ОСВ), Middle East Broadcasting Network consisting of several radio stations and TV channels (Radio Sawa, Radio Farda, ТV Al Нurrа). 

The BBG determines the strategic vector of the American information programs, allocates resources, assesses the efficiency of the broadcasting services, and cooperates with the Congress on financial support. 

The International Broadcasting Bureau ensures technical support to all components of the U.S. international broadcasting. It manages the network of short and medium wave broadcast band transmitters and satellites and maintains relations with more than 1200 companion stations that cooperate with the United States. The Bureau also regulates the work of the Voice of America and Office of Cuba Broadcasting. Due to numerous functions the Bureau’s activities account for nearly half of all the funds allocated for the U.S. international broadcasting. The main function of the international broadcasting networks is to produce and broadcast live or in the Internet various analytical, musical, and news programs. 

The Voice of America is the oldest and the largest U.S. public diplomacy organization. It was established during the World War II in order to counteract the Nazi propaganda and first aired in 1942. In 2008 weekly on-air broadcasting time of the Voice of America equaled 1506 hours, being carried out in 45 languages and covering the audience of 134 million of foreign citizens.  

The rest of the service, namely, Radio FRЕЕ Europe, Radio Liberty, Radio Free Asia, Office of Cuba Broadcasting, as well as new radio stations Radio Sawa and Radio Farda that broadcast in Iran, are considered to be the so-called surrogate media. They are aimed at broadcasting the news in the countries where the access to information is limited due to hostile regimes. Those stations mostly focus on covering burning local or regional problems rather than describing the U.S. policies. The Middle East Broadcasting Network was established in 2004 with launching a satellite television network Al Hurra broadcasting in Arabic. Its content represents a hybrid version of the Voice of America and the surrogate media. Its main task is to cover the news of the Middle East region and the United States of America. 

However, the expertise of the current U.S. international broadcasting has repeatedly reported inefficiency of the new radio and television stations broadcasting in the Middle East countries. The most high-profile scandals were connected with the activity of the first American channel Al Hurra, which staff is comprised of Arabic origin journalists only. Thus, in 2007 in U.S. Congress it turned out that the channel has often broadcasted anti-American and anti-Israeli statements, as well as the speeches of the leaders of Hezbollah radical group etc. White House representatives admitted that first three years of control over the channel broadcasting and the work of Arabian journalists were not so efficient and control itself was minimal, which resulted in substantial errors. But on the other hand, according to the experts in the field of news program, the channel purposely initiated anti-American reports to involve more viewers and then skip to the fight against anti-Americanism.

Decision-making in public diplomacy is of particular interest for researchers since it has always been in the focus of the President, his entourage, and the U.S. Congress. The influence of the President, his advisers and the National Security Council relates to initiating new programs, expanding them, changing regional priorities, while that of the Congress deals with sponsoring the executive authorities’ initiatives in this field. 

Sometimes President’s initiatives are not supported by congressmen, as it was in the early 1990s, when George H.W. Bush asked Congress for more than 600 million dollars for carrying out public diplomacy in Russia and got only half of claimed sum. The Congress frequently changes the existing tools of public diplomacy, thus impelling president to eliminate old institutions and create new ones. Thus happened in the late nineties, when Congress impelled Clinton to discontinue the Information Agency activity, as it was considered to be a relic of a “Cold War” epoch [4, p. 67]. 

Modern USA history witnessed many facts of USA Presidents´ personal participation in the development of public diplomacy. Dwight Eisenhower, who took part in carrying out propaganda programs in North Africa during the World War II, as well as George Kennedy, who back in the day, was engaged in a press himself, have left a lasting mark on American public diplomacy. Dwight Eisenhower esrablished an efficient Information Agency and initiated the expansion of public diplomacy to the east and George Kennedy established the Agency for International Development, which effectively carried out U.S. public diplomacy in the Third World countries and even now acts as efficient tool of American network diplomacy which is also referred to as Diplomacy of “velvet”/”color” revolutions. 

The activities of the National Security Council lie in the core of the education policy planning. This is where representatives of the Department of State, Department of Defense including, Central Intelligence Agency, including the President and the experts, discuss and formulate the U.S. public diplomacy. The National Security Council accumulates all expert assessment and performance results of various agencies and lobbyists. It is the source of the new public diplomacy programs which generate dividends from the U.S. budget for American academic and military universities, research centers, commercial enterprises, and federal agencies. Moreover, it broadens the geography of the existing programs, increases or decreases the funding for public diplomacy programs, and appoints officials to the foreign policy agencies. 

The United States Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy also plays an important role in the U.S. public diplomacy structure. It was established by the Congress in 1948 as a bipartisan organization aimed at analyzing public diplomacy programs, recommending them to the U.S. Government and assessing their efficiency5. On September 2014 the Commission issued report, which analyzed the efficiency of the U.S. public diplomacy implementation structure and developed recommendations aimed at eliminating disadvantages. Leading scientists, who work on the problems of U.S. public diplomacy, were engaged in a process of drawing up a report. An abovementioned report includes recommendations as follows:

Structural and organizational changes

1. To create the post of Research and Situation Assessment Director and extend structural unit on situation assessment within the framework of the Office оf Роliсу, Р1аnning, Resources for Public Diplomacy.

2. To carry out more intensive expert assistance towards the staff engaged in assessment. 

3. To increase funding for research and for efficiency assessment.

4. To revise The Privacy Act of 1974 in future.

5. Do not apply The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 to the Bureau of Intelligence and Research of the U.S. Department of State.

6. To improve mutual internal cooperation between agencies and shared use of information.

7. To develop instructions and trainings in research and assessment issues.

8. To create an Advisory Sub Commission on Public Diplomacy, Research and Assessment.

Methodology

1. To increase integration of information into strategies and programs development.

2. To create more detailed data for improving feedback.

3. To use more comparative data and / or analysis for the purpose of determining the impact.

4. To provide more contextual data for the purpose of determining the impact.

5. To distinguish negative results for correcting the factors that caused them
.

Thus, having considered the structure of the U.S. public diplomacy we can draw the following conclusions. 

First, current global developments cause major changes in the activities of states, governments, diplomatic and consular services in general. Numerous ministries of foreign affairs have to adapt to the new realities in order to perform their activities effectively. 

Second, traditional diplomatic service of the USA is one of the largest, ramified and professional in the world. The U.S. Department of State has a quite effective structure for implementing public diplomacy within the objectives of the foreign policy service; there is a position of Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs.

Third, the U.S. public diplomacy structure contains a very effective system for monitoring the effectiveness of public diplomacy programs. In order to address arising deficiencies the system is being adjusted on a regular basis.
Список використаної літератури
1. Балабанов К. В. Дипломатична та консульська служба : підруч. / К. В. Балабанов, М. В. Трофименко. — Донецьк : Вид-во «Ноулідж» (донецьке відділення), 2012. — 432 с.

2. Бжезинский Зб. Еще один шанс. Три президента и кризис американской сверхдержавы / Зб. Бжезинский, пер. с англ. Ю. В. Фирсов. — М. : Междунар. отношения, 2010. — 192 с., ил.

3. Драч М. Як діє американська публічна дипломатія в Росії і Грузії? [Електронний ресурс] / М. Драч. —. Режим доступу : http://www.radiosvoboda.org/content/article/1114389.html.

4. Кубышкин А. Публичная дипломатия США / А. И. Кубышкин, Н. А. Цветкова. — М. : Аспект Пресс, 2013. — 271 с.

5. Филимонов Г. «Мягкая сила» культурной дипломатии США : моногр. / Г. Филимонов. — М. : РУДН, 2010. — 212с.

6. Шаклеина Т. А. Великие державы и региональные подсистемы [Электронный ресурс] / Т. Шаклеина // Международные процессы. — 2011. – Т. 9, № 2. — Режим доступа : http://www.intertrends.ru/twenty-sixth/004.htm.].

7. Futures for Diplomacy. Integrative Diplomacy in the 21st Century / B. Hocking, J. Melissen, Sh. Riordan, P. Sharp // Clingendael Netherlands Institute of International Relations Report. — 2012. — № 1. — 78 p.

8. List of Under Secretaries for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs [Електронний ресурс]. — Режим доступу : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Under_Secretary_of_State_for_Public_Diplomacy_and_Public_Affairs

9. U.S. embassies, consulates, and diplomatic missions. United States Department of State [Електронний ресурс]. — Режим доступу : http://www.usembassy.gov/.

10. Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs [Електронний ресурс]. — Режим доступу : http://www.state.gov/r/.

11. United States Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy (ACPD). Data-Driven Public Diplomacy: Progress Towards Measuring the Impact of Public Diplomacy and International Broadcasting Activities, 2014. — September 16. - 57 p.
12. United State of America Foreign Service Act [Electronic resource]. – Mode of access : http://transition.usaid. gov/policy/ads/400/fsa.pdf.].

13. US Department of State [Electronic resource]. – Mode of access : http://www.state.gov/.

14. US Public Diplomacy structure [Electronic resource]. – Mode of access : http://www.state.gov/r/.
UDK 327.001.73(100)
M. Fesenko
PROBLEMS  OF THE “CENTER” AND “PERIPHERY” IN GLOBAL GOVERNANCE OF WORLD-SYSTEM
It is proved that the world order is increasingly determined by the relationship of the “center” and “periphery”, which is a major problem in the global human development. Scientists have come to the conclusion that in today's world order, the main danger comes from the “periphery” that failed to fit into the processes of globalization and mired in corruption, clan parsing and irresponsibility of authoritarian ruling elite, making it impossible to separate the development of these countries. The failure of development in turn weaken the legitimacy of governments, economic regression multiplied by religious and ethnic conflicts. Essentially, it is about creating a new “concert of nations” - dominant in the global community of the most powerful states that can counteract the rise of chaos directly together, and through the reorganized international organizations.

The article investigates the problem of world oder objects consolidation in solving the problems of poor countries after the collapse of the bipolar international system. Major challenges to international security are analizedy. In this context, it is proved that countries with high levels of instability (failed states) are the main obstacle in the way of the United States to the triumph of neo-liberal model of democracy.

World-systems theory is generally a multidisciplinary, macro-scale approach to world history and social change, emphasizes the world-system as the primary unit of social analysis."World-system" refers to the inter-regional and transnational division of labor, which divides the world into core countries, semi-periphery countries, and the periphery countries.Core countries focus on higher skill, capital-intensive production, and the rest of the world focuses on low-skill, labor-intensive production and extraction of raw materials.This constantly reinforces the dominance of the core countries.

Keywords: “Center”, “Perefiriya”, “North”, “South”, “Semiperefiriya”, global governance, world-system, globalization, fragmentation, failed states.
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UKRAINIAN DIMENSION OF INTERACTIVITY OF POLITICS
Interactive methods of modern Ukrainian politics are analyzed in the article. Attention is focused on the post-modern theatrical elements of political action, based on on-line communication. Opportunities of interactivity in expansion of traditional instruments of political participation are presented.

Author proves that with the help of verbal and non-verbal means, interactivity helps to expand traditional instruments of political participation, to consider desires of society and to transform it (society) into equal right participant of political-informational process Attention is drawn to the fact that interactivity of politics is implemented due to innovative media technologies through social networks (virtual community sites, Internet versions, and pages in social networks of TV- and radio programs), interactive programs and other forms. In Ukraine, political interactivity is embodied in many forms, first — through broadcasting journalism, socio-political talk show, hard talk show.

It is noted that interactivity of politics is realized in numerous ways, one of which is infotainment - way of presenting and kind of media materials, in which along with news entertainment stories are presented. Hybrid form of media-product that combines the functions of political education, elements of the game and entertainment is politainment.

Attention is paid to the fact that at the intersection of journalism and media activism, innovative direction - Stream broadcast has emerged. Media Activism is an interactive form of socio-political activities aimed at achieving public reaction by creating of alternative sources of news formation. Interactive by methods for impact is political animated cartoon, also a particular form of political cartoon as mupotoon.

It is accented that today the basics of interactivity of politics is on-line community. On-line communities such as wikis, chats, forums and social networks gradually increase their influence on public life.

Keywords: interactivity of politics, crowdsourcing, crowdfunding, media activism, reality shows, Twit storm, hash tag.
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ESSENCE AND PHENOMENON GLOBALIZATION OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS
This article is devoted to the theoretical study of the essence of globalization as a phenomenon. Citing analysis of the different definitions of the term «globalization», by determining its overall intrinsic characteristics and their reflection on the communication process, said that globalization strengthens the role of transnational interactions in the world, expanding the scale of communication, making our life more comfortable. Globalization is seen as a result of regular development of society: at some stage having problems whose solution is impossible and impractical exercise was separated, which gave rise to the need and associations of the economy that is the integration trend. And over time, these trends are only amplified.
The paper identified the prospects and risks of global international communications systems. Emphasized the fact that the modern communicative space is characterized by close interaction between different cultures and diversity of communication means. In turn, the functioning diversity of the characteristics changes characteristics of communicators. For successful socialization, personal and professional growth a person has to interact with an increasing amount of information perceived through various communication channels. In this regard, expanding communication needs of people, a new level and quality of information and communication abilities of the individual, the totality of which can be interpreted as a particular type of «information human».

Based on the analysis of globalization and communications in today's world, the article defines the essence of globalization, international communication systems. The paper presents an analysis of the globalization of international communication systems, which is caused by the formation of a wider network of communicators that operate on a large information space only but an extensive system of mass communication and control of organized union of producers. modern information society is distinguished not only and not so much advanced storage and processing of information as new forms of communication and their flow through a particular social space. With the escalation of the media in mass communication significantly changed the nature of social interaction. Distance, division of space and time, the mediation of computer complicated the communication process, making it polynomial.

Keywords: globalization, global communications network information space, communication space, communication systems.
SCIENTIFIC LIFE
REVUE
Korobka V. Community government in the cities of Yekaterinoslav Province (1870 – 1914) / V. Korobka. – Mariupol: Akvarel, 2014. – 326 р. 
The monograph is one of the first comprehensive research theses concerned with public government in the cities of Iekaterinoslav Province in the late 19th – the early 20th century. The author has revealed some non-published sources in history of local government in archives located in Ukraine and in Russian Federation. The researcher has studied the process of introduction of the City Rules of 1870 and 1892 in Iekaterinoslav Province. The author has also revealed such a distinct feature of the elections to the local governments as the small number of city residents enjoying the right to vote in conformity with the law of 1870 (during the 1st four-year long period from 4 to 14% in different cities). Since the introduction of the law of 1892, the number of the electors has become 4 – 9 times smaller. 

The book considers the social and the estate-based compositions of the local governments. The author has discovered that since the formation of the local government agencies in conformity with the law of 1870, the majority in terms of membership was obtained by merchants or sometimes by the lower middle class. By the end of the period under research, representatives from the lower middle class and from peasants constituted the majority among the local government representatives in Lugansk, Nikopol, Novomoskovsk, Aleksandrovsk and Slavianoserbsk. Apart from this, almost all the cities underwent a gradual increase in the number of local government members represented by noblemen and officials. In Iekaterinoslav local government the latter occupied most of the seats. 

The monograph highlights the fiscal policies carried out by the public governments. The author has discovered that it was Iekaterinoslav, Mariupol, Aleksandrovsk and Lugansk that achieved a great success in increasing the local budget receipts. The research has also discovered the most important sources of the budget receipts, such as granting the city’s ownership on rent, fees collected from the real estate, trade and crafts as well as other fess. The local budget expenditures depended on the amount of the receipts. The most important budget expenditures were constituted by maintenance of the local government agencies as well as maintenance of the police and military duty. Development of the cities was funded in accordance with the available resources, whereas anti-fire measures were funded only if needed. To most of the cities except Iekaterinoslav and Mariupol, medical and sanitary supplies did not really matter. Since the early 20th century, the expenditures on education became one of the main items in the cities’ draft budgets. V. Korobka has carried out profound research which is distinguished by novelty and appreciably adds to the scientific understanding of the peculiarities of the local elective process in Iekaterinoslav Province as well as that of the activities carried out by the public governments in terms of the cities’ economies.

Key words: Yekaterinoslav Province, City Regulation, community government, town council, election process, transparency, budget, city-owned utilities.
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� for more details see: L. Podhorodecki, Chocim, Warsaw 1988.





� „The ethnic conflicts in Exlandia and Norania raise concern in the world. The region of Gornoje, situated in the territory of the Federal Republic of Exlandia, with 80% of the citizens identifying themselves with the Noranic origin, are trying to declare secession. Exlandia is mobilising troops. Norania is sending arms, ammunition and people to Gornoje. Persecuted Exlandians are emigrating from Norandia. War is inevitable. The borderland is becoming dangerous. Then, to prevent bloodshed, the UN decides to send an international peacekeeping battalion there” - this is how the Polish military press depicted the aim of the exercises.


� The agreement between the Republic of Poland and Ukraine concerning the formation of a joint unit to participate in international peace and humanitarian operations under the aegis of international organisations signed on 26 November 1997 in Warsaw.





� Перебийніс Є. Роль та місце публічної дипломатії у забезпеченні національних інтересів держави / Є. Перебийніс // Україна дипломатична – 2013. — Вип. 14. —К., 2013. — С. 915.


� List of Under Secretaries for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs. — [Електронний ресурс]. — Режим доступу : �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Under_Secretary_of_State_for_Public_Diplomacy_and_"�http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Under_Secretary_of_State_for_Public_Diplomacy_and_�Public_Affairs


� Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs. — [Електронний ресурс]. — Режим доступу : �HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov/r/"�http://www.state.gov/r/�.


� United States Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy (ACPD). Data-Driven Public Diplomacy: Progress Towards Measuring the Impact of Public Diplomacy and International Broadcasting Activities. — September 16, 2014. — P. 57.





